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ANNOUNCEMENTS

MORPC Seeks Comments on Draft Changes to Federal-Aid Highway System Functional Classifications for 1-70/1-
71 Project and Town-Rich Street Bridge

(Columbus — August 18. 2010) The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) is proposing changes to the
Federal-aid Highway System functional classifications to add the planned 1-70/1-71 collector-distributor roads in
downtown Columbus. This will allow the streets to be eligible for federal funding as modifications to them are
made as part of the Ohio Department of Transportation’s 1-70/1-71 project and for future rehabilitation of them.
The collector-distributor streets will link the freeway system with downtown Columbus and nearby
neighborhoods. MORPC is also proposing a change to include the new Town-Rich Street Bridge over the Scioto
River.

The Federal-aid Highway System identifies streets and highways that are eligible for federal highway improvement
funds and also classifies streets as to their importance within the roadway network. The streets MORPC is
recommending for change include the Town-Rich Street Bridge, Mound, Fulton, E. Rich, E. Town, S. Fourth and S.
Third streets; Parsons, Hamilton, S. Grant, S. Washington, and E. Livingston avenues; also, Lester Drive (and new
extension to Spring Street), Also, a new northbound street on the east side of I-71 (dubbed “Elijah Pierce Avenue”
by ODOT) will be included.

“These changes will allow ODOT and the City of Columbus to apply for federal transportation funds to build the
traffic distribution system between I-70, I-71, and the downtown area. It will also allow these funds to be used to
improve bicycle and pedestrian access, landscaping and other amenities along these streets,” states Robert
Lawler, MORPC Director of Transportation.

A map of the proposed changes is available for public review and comment on the MORPC website at
www.morpc.org. MORPC will accept public comments on the reclassifications through September 10, 2010 with
submission to the Policy Committee for adoption scheduled in October. For more information contact Nick Gill at
(614) 233-4151, email ngill@morpc.org.

The Bicycle Corner Ribbon Cutting Celebration

Date/Time: Tue, August 24, 2010 04:00 PM

Location: 201 West Main Street, Lancaster

Join the staff at The Bicycle Corner as they celebrate their opening with a ribbon cutting ceremony.

Public Hearing on Infrastructure Improvements
http://cfcolumbus.com/public-hearing-on-infrastructure-improvements/
Media Advisory
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For Immediate Release: August 12, 2010

Contact: Dean C. Ringle (614) 462-3043

Public Meeting to be Held for the Proposed Improvement of Georgesville Road south of West Broad Street
http://www.franklincountyengineer.org/2010%20Media%20Advisories/Georgesville Road Public Meeting.htm
Summary

Franklin County Engineer Dean C. Ringle will hold a public hearing on the Georgesville Road project from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m., Wednesday Aug. 25 at the Franklin County Engineer West Maintenance Facility, 4444 Fisher Road,
west of 1-270. Public comment forms are available at
http://franklincountyengineer.org/Georgesville%20Road%20Comment%20Form.pdf . Proposed improvement of
Georgesville Road, between the Camp Chase Railway and W. Broad will include adding turning lanes, traffic
signals, sidewalks and a bike path along Georgesville Road and repaving the county-owned highway. Business First
of Columbus http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/stories/2010/08/23/story9.html is reporting that Penn
National will fund the majority, but not all of the infrastructure improvements. “Funding from Penn National will
not cover all of the county’s costs on Georgesville Road, Ringle said, so his office plans to apply for Ohio Public
Works funds from the state in September. The size of the funding request still is being determined, he said.” Read
more: Public improvements near casino may hit $10M with builder’s help — Business First of Columbus
http://columbus.bizjournals.com/columbus/stories/2010/08/23/story9.html#ixzz0xC2QrxJb

RIDES

29th Annual DRY RUN BICYCLE TOUR

SEPTEMBER 12, 2010

RAIN OR SHINE

Start Location

Central High School

Westerville, Ohio

Options of 30, 50, 72 & 100 miles

We suggest all riders wear an approved cycling helmet!
Download a PDF of the Application Form
http://www.westervillebicycleclub.org/files/dryrun10/dryrunbrochure.pdf or send a self-addressed and stamped
business-size envelope to:

WBC Dry Run

P.O. Box 356

Westerville, OH 43086-0356

or

Register on line through Active.com by clicking on this link:
http://www.active.com/event detail.cfm?event id=1868804

Three Creeks

DAY TIME EVENT DESCRIPTION
Aug 26 Thu 6:30 pm Family Ride Night See June 3rd.

Cycle for cancer

4,047 riders join tour to show solidarity with, remember loved ones

Sunday, August 22, 2010 02:58 AM

By Collin Binkley

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Last year, she rode to give her aunt strength during cancer treatment. This year, she rode to honor her memory.
Riding among 4,047 cyclists in the Pelotonia Tour for cancer research yesterday, Christina Christian wore a yellow
jersey emblazoned on the back with the name of her aunt Cindie, who died Wednesday after a yearlong struggle
with ovarian cancer. Christian rode the same 100-mile route she signed up for last year after her aunt's cancer
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was diagnosed. Throughout her training and her aunt's treatment, they talked about their bad days, sharing their
trials. "l wanted to give her some strength and motivation," said Christian, of Grandview. She was one of many
cyclists yesterday riding in support of friends and family members affected by cancer. In its second year, the two-
day tour drew almost twice as many cyclists as it did last year. With the boost in riders, organizers hoped to raise
S8 million for Ohio State University's Comprehensive Cancer Center, including the Arthur G. James Cancer
Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute. Cyclists are each required to collect $1,000 to $2,000 in
donations, depending on which of four routes they take, which range from 23 to 180 miles between Columbus
and Athens. The event's planners will find out in October how much money they raised...
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local news/stories/2010/08/22/cycle-for-cancer.html

Cyclists hit the streets for second Pelotonia Tour

Saturday, August 21, 2010 07:40 AM

By Collin Binkley

The Columbus Dispatch

After months of training, thousands of cyclists and took the first pedals of the second Pelotonia Tour for cancer
research this morning. The mass of cyclists, expected to exceed 4,000 riders, departed Columbus at 7 a.m., taking
one of four routes between the city and Athens. Participation got a boost from local businesses this year, with
Huntington Bank pushing to recruit 1,000 riders. Last year, 2,265 took part in the tour, including headliner Lance
Armstrong. Although the seven-time Tour de France winner wasn't among the crowd this time, organizers hope
the riders have raised $8 million. That would nearly double what riders raised last year for Ohio State University's
Comprehensive Cancer Center, including the Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research
Institute. Despite the absence of Armstrong, many notable Columbus figures participated in the event. Famous
names included Mayor Michael B. Coleman and Blue Jackets winger R.J. Umberger. Umberger said that the Blue
Jackets' captain Rick Nash was also riding in Pelotonia...

http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local news/stories/2010/08/21/pelotonia-2010.htmlI?sid=101

Short takes

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 02:52 AM

EVEN WITHOUT a thousand riders from a single company, the increase in the number for this year’s Pelotonia
bicycle tour would be impressive: about 3,000, up from 2,265 in last year’s inaugural event. But an extraordinary
commitment on the part of Huntington National Bank has beefed up this year’s event impressively: Huntington
decided to recruit at least 1,000 of its own employees and relatives to ride, pushing this year’s tour total to 4,000
or more. Huntington also will donate $2.5 million to underwrite expenses for the tour for the next five years.
Same-sized pledges by former NetlJets executive Richard Santulli and Limited Brands, which also recruited more
than 300 riders, will help keep Pelotonia riding in style. Word-of-mouth enthusiasm for the event is easy to
understand. Along with the satisfaction of raising money that will go entirely to support Ohio State University’s
Comprehensive Cancer Center, including the Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research
Institute, riders are immersed in an experience rich in celebration and pampering. Parties kick off the event Friday
and celebrate the midpoint in Athens Saturday night and the end at Slate Run Metro Park on Sunday, and riders
get snacks, medical care and encouragement all along the route. Pelotonia will need quite a few years to catch up
with the Pan-Mass Challenge, the New England bike tour on which it is modeled. Since 1980, that event has raised
more than $270 million for Boston’s Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. But the civic enthusiasm and generosity of the
good folks at Huntington and other central Ohio companies suggest Pelotonia will get there. This year’s
fundraising goal: S8 million, up from $4.5 million last year. Good luck to all riders this weekend.
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/editorials/stories/2010/08/18/short-takes.html

Pep Rally Held For Pelotonia
By Kristen Orlando
Published: August 19, 2010
COLUMBUS, Ohio --
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A pre-race pep rally for Pelotonia was held at the Ohio Statehouse Thursday afternoon. The big event is just two
days away. Hundreds of Pelotonia riders, organizers, and sponsors lined up to support the race. A special opening
ceremony will be held Friday night for the two-day ride. The ride raises money to support cancer research at the
James Cancer Hospital and the Solove Research Institute at Ohio State. This is the second year for the grass roots
bike tour with one goal: to end cancer. http://www?2.nbcdi.com/news/2010/aug/19/rally-held-pelatonia-ar-
199545/?sc_cid=CMH-NEWS-4pmDIlyNews

Going the distance

Pelotonia participants ride for friends, loved ones

Tuesday, August 17, 2010 02:52 AM

By Kristine Gill

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Come Saturday morning, about 4,000 cyclists will be off and pedaling in the name of cancer research. In its second
year, the Pelotonia tour - a fundraiser whose proceeds benefit the Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer
Center, including the Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital - has drawn roughly 75percent more riders than it did in its
rookie season. Most have been touched by cancer, which, in many cases, inspired their participation in Pelotonia.
Here are several of their stories: http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/life/stories/2010/08/17/going-the-
distance.html|?sid=101

Pelotonia Preps

UPPER ARLINGTON, Ohio -- The second annual Pelotonia rolls into Columbus this weekend. The Pelotonia is a
cycling ride which raises funds to find a cure for cancer. More than 4,000 riders are expected to participate,
including, Shannon Peterson. She's a friend of Stefanie Spielman and this year she's riding in her honor. Peterson
is the captain of Stefanie's Team for Hope. It's a group of 82 riders. They have already raised more than $90,000.
Opening ceremonies for the Pelotonia is this Friday. The ride begins Saturday morning. ABC6/Fox28 news reporter
Maria Durant is one of the riders. As a breast cancer survivor she says she know personally how important it is to
find a cure. Durant is riding 50 miles. The entire route is 180 miles over two days. Organizers hope to raise more
than $8 million. The money goes to the Ohio State University's Comprehensive Cancer Center and the James
Cancer Hospital. http://www.abc6onyourside.com/shared/newsroom/top stories/videos/wsyx vid 6046.shtml

Pelotonia route through Groveport

According to the Groveport Police Department, the Pelotonia bicycle tour for cancer research will pass through
Groveport on Saturday, Aug. 21 from about 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. About 4,000 bicyclists will wheel through
Groveport. The bicyclists' route through Groveport will be Rohr Road to Walnut Street to Main Street to
Richardson Road..There will be no road closures. http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/8646.html

Family losses prompt Pelotonia ride

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By TARA STUBBS-FIGURSKI

ThisWeek Staff Writer

Canal Winchester resident Jay Sutton has a mission: He will participate in Pelotonia and represent loved ones who
have lost the battle against cancer. Pelotonia is a grassroots bike tour that aims to raise money for cancer
research at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center-James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research
Institute. This year's Pelotonia ride will take place Aug. 20-22, starting from Chemical Abstracts Service, 2540
Olentangy River Road. Participants can ride 23 or 40 miles and raise $1,000; 100 miles and raise $1,500; or 180
miles and raise $2,000 for cancer research, according to the Pelotonia Web site...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/canalwinchester/stories/2010/08/18/family-losses-prompt-
pelotonia-ride.html?sid=104
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Thousands of personal stories ride along with Pelotonia

Nearly 4,000 riders are participating in the event, which raised $4.5 million in 2009 for the James.

By GARTH BISHOP

Published: Tuesday, August 17, 2010 8:17 AM EDT

Close to 4,000 riders are signed up for this year's Pelotonia bike tour. Almost all of them have stories behind their
decisions to participate. Some, such as Bob Billy, ride in memory of loved ones lost to cancer. Others, like Philip
Allen, ride with the energy given to them by their own triumphs against the disease. Pelotonia's opening
ceremonies take place Friday, Aug. 20, with the ride pedaling off at 7 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 21, from Chemical
Abstracts Services, 2540 Olentangy River Road. The journey home for those who opt for the longest ride offered,
comes Sunday, Aug. 22. Riders choose from four courses: a 23-mile ride to Groveport, a 43-mile ride to Amanda, a
102-mile ride to Athens and a 180-mile ride to Athens and back. Registration costs $100, and by signing up,
participants commit to raising from $1,000 to $2,000, depending on the ride they choose. Also offered is a "virtual
rider" program, in which those who cannot actively participate in the bike ride still can raise money. All money
raised goes directly to the Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center at the James Cancer Hospital and
Solove Research Institute. Pelotonia raised $4.5 million for the James last year, with the number of riders reaching
about 2,300 for the inaugural event. More information on Pelotonia -- including registration, donation and
volunteer opportunities -- can be found on the event's website, pelotonia.org. Those without Internet access can
sign up by calling 614-221-6100...

http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/08/21/bexley news/news/beallpelri 20100816 1038am 1.txt

Participants' stories power the Pelotonia

By GARTH BISHOP, COMMENTARY EDITOR

Published: Tuesday, August 17, 2010 12:05 PM EDT

Covering this year's Pelotonia bike tour has been a lesson in continuous inspiration for me. I'm guessing you have
at least a passing familiarity with Pelotonia, given its tendency to be mentioned all throughout Central Ohio. But
the ultra-condensed version is that it is a massive bike ride from Columbus to Athens, to raise money for Ohio
State University's James Cancer Hospital. The event itself is Friday through Sunday, Aug. 20-22. There are plenty of
reasons why Pelotonia has become such a big screaming deal here in Central Ohio. We have plenty of walks, runs
and other athletic activities set up to benefit disease-fighting efforts, but rare is the 5K that generates as much
chatter as Pelotonia. It's been trumpeted by a lot of local community leaders, many of whom are actively
participating in it. It benefits a local cancer hospital instead of a national-level nonprofit, which might give
contributors a better sense of where their money is going. It probably helps that it's a big bike event in a city
that's trying desperately to promote itself as extremely bike-friendly. And it can't hurt that none of the money
raised goes to expenses -- 100 percent goes to the James. And then there are the raw results. To give you some
idea as to how successful Pelotonia has been, it raised $4.5 million last year with 2,300 riders, and the number of
riders this year will probably surpass 4,000. If the average rider raises as much this year as the average rider raised
last year, the end total would be about $7.8 million. That's a lot of money. And that much money generates a lot
of hype. Combine that with the powerful people supporting Pelotonia here in Columbus, and you've got a pretty
solid formula for a lasting and well-known event...

http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/08/21/multiple papers/opinion/columnists/allbishopc 20100816 122
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VELVET TO SPONSOR PELOTONIA OPENING

August 18, 2010

UTICA -- Velvet Ice Cream, based in Utica, will sponsor the Pelotonia grand opening Friday at Chemical Abstracts
Service, 2540 Olentangy River Road, Columbus. Pelotonia is one of the largest bicycle rides for charity in the
country. All proceeds from the event benefit the Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center, Arthur G.
James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute. Velvet will supply ice cream for the opening
ceremonies, which begin at 6:30 p.m., when more than 11,000 guests and participants are expected. There will be
4,000 Pelotonia riders and guests, as well as 1,500 cancer survivors who received treatment at the James and
their guests. Velvet battles cancer through the sale of its Vanilla Lovers Trio, which was repackaged into in a pink
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carton adorned with images of the distinctive pink breast cancer ribbons. Each sale benefits the Stefanie Spielman
Fund for Breast Cancer Research at the James Cancer Hospital.
http://www.newarkadvocate.com/article/20100818/NEWS01/8180344/1002/VELVET-TO-SPONSOR-PELOTONIA-
OPENING

Upper Arlington undergrad wins Pelotonia Fellowship at OSU

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:21 PM

Kathryn Toshimi Takamura, a senior completing degrees in both chemistry and Spanish, was recently awarded a
Pelotonia Fellowship for her work on cancer research, advised by College of Pharmacy faculty member Robert W.
Curley. "This award has meant a great deal to my time as an undergraduate student at Ohio State," Takamura said
in a news release issued by Ohio State. "At a university this large, | find it extremely rewarding to have the support
of the Comprehensive Cancer Center and to be recognized as a promising cancer scientist. | consider myself
fortunate to work under the direction of Dr. Curley and am grateful for his guidance and confidence in my future
success." Takamura worked with Curley in his research lab in addition to developing her research project. Curley
said he has seen great potential in Takamura as a researcher. "Kathryn is a very steady, careful researcher and has
the perfect mindset for research: She does not get frustrated by setbacks," Curley said. "When she gets a piece of
work done, | know it is done right." Pelotonia is a bike tour that raises money for innovative and life-saving cancer
research at the OSU Comprehensive Cancer Center - James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Institute. The
competitive fellowship sponsored by Pelotonia is a cancer research program developed to train the most
promising cancer scientists at Ohio State. It funds training for undergraduate, graduate, and medical students and
postdoctoral fellows at Ohio State...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/upperarlington/stories/2010/08/18/upper-arlington-undergrad-
wins-pelotonia-fellowship-at-osu.html?sid=104

FUNDRAISER

Armstrong, other survivors join telethon

Saturday, August 21, 2010 02:50 AM

By Lynn Elber

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Lance Armstrong, Robin Roberts and Michael C. Hall are among the celebrities affected by cancer
who will take part in a TV fundraiser next month. “Stand Up to Cancer” has announced appearances by other
celebrities who have faced the disease, including Maura Tierney, Christina Applegate and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.
Elizabeth Edwards, who kicked off the first telethon in 2008 with Armstrong, is taking part again. Stevie Wonder
will lead one of the musical performances, which will also feature Natasha Bedingfield, Queen Latifah, Martina
McBride, Aaron Neville and Dave Stewart. “Stand Up to Cancer” will air commercial-free from 8 to 9 p.m. Sept. 10
on the four major broadcast networks, ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC, as well as on a number of cable networks. News
anchors Katie Couric, Diane Sawyer and Brian Williams are the hosts. “On Sept. 10, we’ll send a resounding
message: We can cure cancer. It's going to take guts, brains and the ongoing support of the public, but we can do
this,” said producer Laura Ziskin of the Spider-Man franchise. The 2008 event brought in more than $100 million.
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/life/stories/2010/08/21/armstrong-other-survivors-join-telethon.html

SAFETY

Pelotonia rider struck, killed

Saturday, August 21, 2010 04:31 PM

By Holly Zachariah

The Columbus Dispatch

A woman riding in the Pelotonia Tour for cancer research was killed this afternoon when her bike was struck by

a pickup truck on Rt. 374 at Rt. 180 in Hocking County, the State Highway Patrol said. Michelle Kazlausky, 57, of
Reynoldsburg was killed in the crash, said Patrol Sgt. Max Norris. A trooper was directing traffic at the intersection
at about 2:15 p.m. with his marked cruiser's lights on, Norris said. He motioned for the pickup truck driven by
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Ervin Blackston, 57, of Rockbridge, to stop, but the pickup truck continued into the intersection...
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local news/stories/2010/08/21/Pelotoniadeath.html?sid=101

Truck misses signal, kills cyclist

Rider had tried to avoid crash on rain-slickened road

Sunday, August 22, 2010 02:59 AM

By Holly Zachariah and Charlie Boss

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Michelle Kazlausky had trained for months for her first Pelotonia Tour. She was more than halfway to her
destination — Athens — when a pickup-truck driver ignored the signal to stop made by a State Highway Patrol
trooper directing traffic at the intersection of Rts. 374 and 180 in rural Hocking County, said Sgt. Max Norris of the
patrol. The truck swerved but still struck her. Kazlausky, 57, of Reynoldsburg, died of her injuries yesterday
afternoon. Authorities said they don’t know why the driver failed to stop. “She was extremely excited about doing
Pelotonia,” said Thom Smith, director of clinical laboratories at Ohio State University Hospital East, who worked
with Kazlausky. “She was infectious in her enthusiasm.” Pelotonia officials released a statement last night saying
they were saddened by Kazlausky’s death. Her family could not be reached for comment...
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local news/stories/2010/08/22/truck-misses-signal-kills-cyclist.html

Pelotonia Bicyclist Struck, Killed By Vehicle

Saturday, August 21, 2010 4:20 PM

Updated: Sunday, August 22, 2010 6:59 AM

WBNS-10TV

ROCKBRIDGE, Ohio — A Reynoldsburg woman riding in the Pelotonia bicycle tour died Saturday after being struck
by a pickup in Hocking County, the Ohio State Highway Patrol said. Michelle Kazlausky, 57, was hit near corner of
state routes 180 and 374 at about 2:15 p.m. According to investigators, Kazlausky was coming around a curve as
Ervin Blackston, 57, of Rockbridge, approached her in his pickup. As a state trooper tried to stop Blackston,
Kazlausky laid down her bicycle in an attempt to avoid the collision. Kazlausky was hit and transported to Hocking
Valley Hospital, where she later died. No charges were filed on Saturday. The investigation was ongoing and
findings will be presented to the Hocking County Prosecutor's Office for review, the patrol said. Investigators said
alcohol was not suspected in the crash and a preliminary investigation indicated that the pickup's brakes may
have been a factor in the wreck... http://www.10tv.com/live/content/local/stories/2010/08/21/story-rockbridge-
pelotonia-rider-killed.html

NOT 2 BE MISSED

Lap dogs in the car as bad as texting

Thursday, August 19, 2010 02:56 AM

By Jon Hilkevitch

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

CHICAGO - Safety experts have a new pet peeve related to distracted driving. In addition to texting or talking on a
cell phone while driving, lap dogs and other pets left unrestrained inside moving vehicles pose a major distraction
that could be deadly, a study released yesterday warns motorists. About two-thirds of dog owners surveyed by
AAA said they routinely drive while petting or playing with their dogs, sometimes even giving them food or water
while in traffic. It has been a common sight for many years to see dogs hanging their heads out of open car
windows. But in the cocoon that the automobile has become, more drivers are nonchalantly cradling their dogs
atop their laps or perching the animals on their chests with the pet's front paws clutching the driver's neck or
shoulders. It's risky behavior for the driver and dangerous for the pets, too...
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/national world/stories/2010/08/19/lap-dogs-in-the-car-as-bad-as-

texting.html
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Sheriff: Canal Winchester texting ban will be enforced

BY MORGAN DAY e The Eagle-Gazette Staff ¢ August 20, 2010

CANAL WINCHESTER --Sheriff's deputies patrolling Canal Winchester now will have one more violation to keep a
look out for -- texting while driving. After the recent approval of the texting ban by Canal Winchester Village
Council, deputies can cite drivers who read or create text messages while driving. The ban also bars motorists
from accessing the Internet on their phones. Deputies cannot initiate a traffic stop on a driver who's texting, but
they may cite the driver if he's also in violation of another regulation, said Sheriff's Sgt. K.C. Kern, who heads the
Sheriff's Office Canal Winchester substation. "It's a secondary offense; it's not a primary offense," Kern said. "So,
we have to have another reason to pull them over." He plans to inform those deputies assigned to Canal
Winchester by giving them copies of the ordinance, which will go into effect 30 days from this past Monday, the
date of its approval. He said he doesn't think the ordinance will be too difficult to enforce...
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/article/20100820/NEWS01/8200309/1002/Sheriff--Canal-Winchester-
texting-ban-will-be-enforced

Letter

Speed limits on streets are set for a reason

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

To the editor:

| drive on Lockville Road in Pickerington every day, and on West Waterloo Street in Canal Winchester often. |
observe the speed limits on both roads, which is 25 miles per hour. Too often when | drive these roads, someone
is tailgating me. Both are residential neighborhoods, and | see people walking and riding bicycles, as well as
children playing. If | had to stop quickly for some reason, the person tailgating me would no doubt rear-end my
car. Many other scenarios could also play out; none of them are good. | would like all tailgaters to know that | will
not speed up just because they are riding my back bumper. Rather, | will ignore their blatant display of arrogance.
Speed limits are put into place for a good reason. Please don't act like a jerk because | choose to adhere to them.
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/canalwinchester/stories/2010/08/18/speed-limits-on-streets-are-
set-for-a-reason.html?sid=104

UNIVERSITY DISTRICT

adzZNRSNJ OKI NAHS FAfSR Ay LISRSaAiGNAIyYyQa
Saturday, August 21, 2010 02:50 AM

By John Futty

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

A man who was arrested last week for leaving the scene of a crash that killed a pedestrian in the University
District on Aug. 1 was indicted yesterday on more-serious charges. A Franklin County grand jury charged Matthew
J. Jones, 20, with aggravated vehicular homicide, murder, aggravated vehicular assault, felonious assault and
failing to stop after an accident on a public roadway. Jones turned himself in Aug. 11, and his bond was set at
$250,000 the next day in Franklin County Municipal Court. He is scheduled to be arraigned Wednesday and is in
the county jail. The charges are connected to the death of 22-year-old Lai Pham, who was run over by a car
traveling in reverse on E. Norwich Avenue after a fight at a party spilled into the street. Pham’s girlfriend, Jade
Grigsby, also was struck and was treated at a hospital. Police said the driver and occupants of the car then ran
away. Jones lives on Hambrick Street on the West Side, according to Municipal Court records, but Common Pleas
records list an address on Manley Way on the West Side...

http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local news/stories/2010/08/21/murder-charge-filed-in-pedestrians-
death.html
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LOCAL NEWS

MORPC wants to keep TRAC of transportation priorities
Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM
By LISA AURAND
ThisWeek Contributor
The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission is looking to central Ohio residents to help set its priorities for local
transportation projects. MORPC is prioritizing a list of five projects submitted to the state Transportation Review
Advisory Council and wants the input of those who would be affected by the plans. "We want to get a local
perspective on these projects," said Bob Lawler, director of transportation for MORPC. TRAC was created in the
1990s, when the Ohio Department of Transportation realized it had a big backlog of projects, not all of which
could be completed immediately, Lawler said. "Their job is to sift through these high-capacity projects in order to
determine which should move forward." The five projects on the 2010 list are:

T A downtown Columbus bus transit center.

1 A Pataskala Corporate Park rail spur.

1 Interchange modifications at the junction of Interstate 71, U.S. Route 36 and state Route 37...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/bexley/stories/2010/08/18/morpc-wants-to-keep-trac-of-
transportation-priorities.html?sid=104

Bexley applying for grant funds

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By JEFF DONAHUE

Bexley Community Editor

If at first you don't succeed, apply, apply again.

Last year, city officials applied for an Ohio Public Works Commission grant to help cover the cost of a proposed
College Avenue reconstruction project but the application came up short when compared to others submitted by
communities from across Ohio. This year, Bexley Public Service director Bill Harvey said he hopes an expanded
application that would include reconstruction work on both College and Cassady avenues will rank high enough to
secure funding when scored by OPWC officials. "We have asked for grants from that organization in the past,
sometimes successfully, sometimes less successfully” Harvey said. "Actually, sometimes not successfully at all."
Harvey said this year's application would be more involved than the one submitted in 2009, which lost out on a
tie-breaker. 'The purpose of this grant is to get money to replace a water line on College Avenue and rebuild
College Avenue," he said. "We also want to redo Cassady Avenue, just the street, from Main to Broad..."
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/bexley/stories/2010/08/18/bexley-applying-for-grant-
funds.html?sid=104

OPWOC grant sought for Gender Rd. project

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By TARA STUBBS-FIGURSKI

ThisWeek Staff Writer

Canal Winchester Village Council got a first look at phase two improvements for Gender Road during a public
hearing for the project Monday evening. About half of the $4-million to S4.5-million project cost will be covered
by a $2.1-million Ohio Department of Transportation grant the village received last year. In collaboration with the
city of Columbus, Canal Winchester is hoping to secure an Ohio Public Works Commission grant for the remainder
of the costs. EMH&T engineer Steve Farst said the application will be filed by Sept. 7 and Canal Winchester
officials should know by December if it is approved. If so, project design would start in 2011. "We are looking at
starting the project in late winter or early spring of 2012, with a project completion of 2012 or early 2013," he
said. However, he said phase two of the improvements won't be done unless grant money is available. Plans for
phase two call for increasing the number of lanes on Gender Road from four to five from state Route 33 to
Winchester Boulevard and going from two lanes to three lanes in Columbus to add a center turn lane. In addition
to the center turn lane, the city of Columbus will widen the paved shoulder to accommodate bike traffic, Farst
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said... Councilman James Wynkoop asked about plans for pedestrian access. Farst said the project includes plans
to widen the shoulder of the road for bicyclists but no plans for a separate bike path. There are no sidewalks along
Gender Road south of Winchester Park, he said. Councilwoman Bobbie Mershon was interested in seeing
sidewalks added for children who walk to school. Canal Winchester public works director Matt Peoples said
engineers considered adding sidewalks but don't want children walking to school because of the Route 33 access
ramp. Mershon later told ThisWeek that developers are building housing north of state Route 33 and Columbus is
installing sidewalks in that area. "It is something that we can look at," Peoples said. "It is always a concern of mine
enabling them to cross in a place | don't feel (they) can safety do it..."
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/canalwinchester/stories/2010/08/18/opwc-grant-sought-for-
gender-rd--project.html?sid=104

Council views plans for new Hanners Park

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By TARA STUBBS-

ThisWeek Staff Writer

The Canal Winchester Joint Recreation District presented plans for a new park to Canal Winchester Village Council
on Monday. The CWIJRD plans to ask voters to pass two issues on Nov. 2 to help pay for and run a 40-acre park.
On Aug. 16, council heard the first reading of a resolution in favor of placing the bond and operating issues on the
ballot. CWJRD director Bob Toledo said a survey was conducted about a year ago to find out what residents
wanted in a park. Everything they expressed an interest in is included in the design plans completed by the Edge
Group, he said. Plans call for adding space for lacrosse, football, tennis and softball. There will be three restrooms,
playgrounds, picnic areas with shelter houses, a dog park, a concession stand, a spray water park, bike and
walking paths, basketball courts and a fieldhouse. Toledo said the fiel[dhouse won't be a full recreation center like
that in Groveport but will house basketball or volleyball courts, a walking track and possibly a party room for
rent... http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/canalwinchester/stories/2010/08/18/council-views-plans-for-
new-hanners-park.html?sid=104

Sidewalk Safety Still An Issue On Columbus-Area Streets

Streets With No Sidewalks Raise Concern (Added: August 18, 2010)

Many Columbus-area streets remain without sidewalks, putting pedestrians and cyclists at risk. (more)
COLUMBUS, Ohio --

Many Columbus-area streets remain without sidewalks, putting pedestrians and cyclists at risk. Students,
professors and other employees frequently walk along Kinnear Road between North Star Road and Olentangy
River Road. The area sits between Upper Arlington and Clinton Township amid a mix of academic, corporate and
residential buildings. Walking on Kinnear Road is a challenge, as well as crossing it. "It's a little hectic," said
Amanda Lankenau, an Ohio State student who walks along the 1300 block of Kinnear. "You have to constantly
look where you're going because there no sidewalks -- and there isn't a crosswalk." Josh Graham works on
Kinnear Road. "It's pretty hard, especially around the time everyone's getting off work. Just to cross the street,
there's a lot of traffic going back and forth. There aren't many crosswalks, so it's hard to get by," Graham said.
Since 1999, Columbus has required new businesses and developers to build sidewalks. The city code was revised
in 2008 to add bicycle use to projects if possible... http://www2.nbcdi.com/news/2010/aug/18/4/sidewalk-safety-
still-issue-columbus-area-streets-ar-198022/?sc_cid=CMH-NEWS-7amDIlyNews

Alum Creek Drive widening and resurfacing project to begin

Franklin County Engineer Dean Ringle announced that the widening and resurfacing of Alum Creek Drive from
north of Bixby Road to I-270, including the interstate ramp, will begin on or about Aug. 23. The project is expected
to be completed by May 2011. The $3.5 million roadway improvements will include new asphalt pavement and
storm sewers; and widening at Groveport Road to accommodate the addition of through, left, and right turn lanes
on both sides of Alum Creek Drive. Two way travel will be maintained. Expect slow moving traffic and possible
delays. Funding will be provided by the Ohio Department of Development and the Federal Highway
Administration through the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission. The project is in preparation for the future
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reconstruction and realignment of Groveport Road in the area, which is currently in the design phase...
http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/8642.html

Gahanna gets state money for Big Walnut Trail

Thursday, August 19, 2010 02:56 AM

By Marla K. Kuhlman

Gahanna will use about $439,000 in state money for Big Walnut Trail improvements aimed at connecting Pizzurro
Park to Morse Road. Parks and Recreation Director Tony Collins said the city has been awarded a $73,116
Recreation Trails Program grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and $366,021 from the Clean
Ohio Trails Fund. The project will include 6,316 square feet of new paved trail, an outlook point, culvert and
drainage work, fencings, signs, site furnishings and site preparation.
http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local news/stories/2010/08/19/copy/gahanna-gets-state-money-
for-big-walnut-trail.html?adsec=politics&sid=101

ODNR to award grants for Big Walnut Trail

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By MARLA K. KUHLMAN

ThisWeek Staff Writer

Gahanna parks and recreation director Tony Collins announced during the Aug. 16 council meeting that the city
would receive grants totaling $439,000 for the Big Walnut Trail. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources
(ODNR) informed the city of the Clean Ohio recreation trails fund and Recreation Trails Program awards last week,
Collins said. "We'll bring more information to committee on Monday," he said. "We applied for the grants in
February." According to the ODNR website, Gahanna will receive $73,116 through the Recreation Trails Program
grant, and $366,021 has been recommended for funding from the Clean Ohio Trails Fund. The project for the Big
Walnut Trail, sections 1 and 2, will include two sections of new paved trail totaling 6,316 square feet, an outlook
point, culvert/drainage, fencing, signs, site furnishings and site preparation. Under the Recreation Trails Program,
up to 80-percent matching federal funds are reimbursed. The Clean Ohio trails fund provides reimbursement of
up to 75-percent matching state funds. The goal of the trails fund is to improve outdoor recreational
opportunities for Ohioans by funding trails for outdoor pursuits of all kinds. All projects must be completed within
18 months from the date that they are signed into contract. Collins said legislation would be brought to council to
accept the grants Aug. 23... http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/gahanna/stories/2010/08/18/odnr-to-
award-grants-for-big-walnut-trail.html?sid=104

Detour tests patience in Galena's downtown

By CLIFF WILTSHIRE

Published: Wednesday, August 4, 2010 3:26 PM EDT

Galena village leaders are preaching patience as a major road closing makes an impact on downtown businesses.
Village Council members discussed ideas for dealing with the three-month closure of the South Old 3C Highway
Bridge at their previous meeting. The county's $660,000 project is repairing the road over Hoover Reservoir. Jane
White, Mudflats Bar and Grill owner, attended the meeting to express her frustration. She said she felt business
downtown had decreased because people think they can't get to downtown Galena. White has purchased signs
letting people know businesses are open and accessible, according to a press release from the village. Mayor Tom
Hopper explained the bridge replacement is a Delaware County Engineer's Office project and state laws require
the county to detour only county or state roads. They are detouring from South Old 3C Highway to North Old 3C
Highway. "It's not our detour," he said. Still, he has worked with the county to get an illuminated sign installed at
Walnut Street and Route 3, to let people know the road remains open all the way into downtown. Council did
pass an ordinance suspending the 5-ton weight limit on Walnut Street during the bridge construction, to allow
delivery trucks to reach local businesses. The limit will be reinstated when the bridge is reopened...
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/08/21/big_walnut _news/news/bw%20galena%20 20100804 1212pm
10.txt
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Groveport to repave Main Street

(by Rick Palsgrove, Southeast Editor - August 19, 2010)

The repaving of Groveport's west Main Street from College Street to State Route 317, which faced some citizen
opposition this summer, is on schedule to proceed.

The project is expected to begin the week of Sept. 20, according to Groveport village officials. The repaving will be
done by Strawser Paving Company, Inc., which bid $168,210 to do the work. The village of Groveport will use
funds available from Franklin County license plate fee funds for the project. The brick crosswalks on Main Street in
this area are expected to be removed and paved over as part of the project. On July 5, the Groveport Heritage and
Preservation Society (GHPS), while not against repaving the street, presented petitions to village officials
containing more than 500 signatures in opposition to removing and paving over the brick crosswalks. The GHPS
believes the brick crosswalks give the village a distinctive and attractive aesthetic appeal...
http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/8653.html

Comprehensive plan adopted

(by Sean Lehosit, staff writer - August 19, 2010)

During the Aug. 17 board of trustees meeting, Jackson Township resolved to adopt and implement the 2010
comprehensive land use plan. The comprehensive plan was first created in 1991 to be used as a guide for the
future development of the township's unincorporated areas, but the plan to update these guidelines began in the
fall of 2008. The township administration has voiced in the past the importance of creating updated guidelines
that represent current community goals and internal growth... Since the community also voiced a want for more
parks and open spaces, the plan has implemented an objective to install multi-use paths in the east/west
tributaries of the Scioto River which will create connectivity between existing parks. The construction of multi-use
paths and creating a greater distance of setbacks in Jackson Township will compliment the plan's other objective
of protecting the community's natural resources, like its wetlands, wells, forested areas, low noise, and will enable
the township to add wind and solar energy into its zoning resolutions...
http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/8673.html

LCATS cost-trimming

Cherry Valley resurfacing may be put on back burner

Saturday, August 14, 2010 07:06 PM

By SARAH SOLE

ThisWeek Contributor

A Cherry Valley Road resurfacing project the village of Granville had requested for 2013 could be postponed until
2015 because of adjustments the Licking County Area Transportation Study's technical advisory committee made
when balancing the transportation improvement program's budget. The LCATS advisory committee met Aug. 10
in an attempt to balance the TIP, which is for fiscal years 2011-15. LCATS transportation planner Matt Hill has said
the TIP was about $1.3-million over budget. LCATS develops a TIP every two to four years and lists projects eligible
for federal and state funding. After each TIP is finalized, it is sent to the Ohio Department of Transportation for
approval. In balancing the budget, committee members could either find ways to reduce projects' costs,
eliminate projects or - as with the Cherry Valley Road resurfacing project - push projects into future TIPs...Other
major projects on the 2011-15 TIP include these: A 2011 project for Country Club Drive in Newark includes curb
and gutter work, bike-path implementation and added turn lanes...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/lickingcounty/stories/2010/08/13/Cherry-Valley-resurfacing-may-
be-put-on-back-burner.html?sid=104

MetroPark includes local land

By KRISTIN CAMPBELL

Published: Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:22 PM EDT

Grove City residents are one step closer to having a MetroPark in their own backyard. Council members approved
an ordinance that transferred 191 acres in Grove City to the Columbus and Franklin County Metropolitan Park
District at Monday's council meeting. The city and the park district exchanged a "memorandum of understanding"


http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/8653.html
http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/8673.html
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/lickingcounty/stories/2010/08/13/Cherry-Valley-resurfacing-may-be-put-on-back-burner.html?sid=104
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/lickingcounty/stories/2010/08/13/Cherry-Valley-resurfacing-may-be-put-on-back-burner.html?sid=104

June 19, and now the land transfer is undergoing its next step. The new MetroPark will be located along the
eastern edge of Grove City, between Route 104 and the Scioto River. Coupled with the 70 acres the MetroParks
purchased from another source, the city's donation will help round out the park. Officials have not released a
possible name or an estimated opening date for the park...
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/08/21/grove city news/news/gcmetro%208-

20100818 1136am 13.txt

Village council approves OPWC grant application

Thursday, August 19, 2010 01:48 PM

By LORI WINCE

ThisWeek Staff Writer

New Albany Village Council on Aug. 17 voted to allow village administrator Joe Stefanov to apply for money
through the Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) to complete more streetscape and drainage upgrades in the
village center. The $2-million project would complete a fourth phase of improvements to the village center.
Village officials hope to fund the project through a no-interest loan and grants from OPWC. Applications are due
by Sept. 7. Stefanov said the funds would not be available until next July if the village's application is selected.
The planned improvements include work on East Main Street (U.S. Route 62) between High Street (state Route
605) and Second Street. Stefanov said the project includes replacing pavement, installing new curbs, adding curbs
and sidewalks where there are none and planting the first street trees in the area. Service director Mark Nemec
said the improvements are "primarily a downtown beautification." He said the fourth phase would also improve
drainage. Resurfacing of Second Street using "green" methods will also be included, Stefanov said. The village
hopes to resurface it in the same manner as Third Street, using brick pavers and a "green" stormwater drainage
system... http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/newalbany/stories/2010/08/18/village-council-approves-
opwc-grant-application.html?sid=104

Orange roundabout nears completion

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By TOM SHEEHAN

ThisWeek Contributor

Bale Kenyon Road, between Powell Road and Lewis Center Road, is expected to be open for regular traffic on Aug.
23 following completion of a roundabout at Bale Kenyon and East Orange Road. The work is part of the East
Orange Road improvement project. Scott Overturf, who oversees construction projects in Orange Township, told
township trustees at their Aug. 16 meeting that the $4.7 million project is a couple weeks ahead of schedule. Bale
Kenyon has been closed to regular traffic for several months. A Delaware County sheriff's deputy will be assigned
to help with traffic on Aug. 25 for the start of school. Freedom Elementary School is at Bale Kenyon and East
Orange Road. Orange High School and Orange Middle School are farther west on Orange Road. Traffic will be
maintained as work continues, Overturf told trustees. The first phase of the project, which runs from Bale Kenyon
to South Old State Road, is expected to be finished in November with completion of the entire project next July,
Overturf said. Residents can sign on to the township's list server at http://orangetwp.org for updates. Beth Hugh,
director of the parks and maintenance departments, told trustees the township has been awarded three state
grants to help pay for two projects. A $120,000 grant has been approved by the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources for the Glen Oak Park segment of the Lewis Center Trail Project. Another $350,000 was approved for
the trail project from Glen Oak Park to Lewis Center Road. The third grant will provide $40,000 for playground
equipment at Glen Oak Park...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/olentangy/stories/2010/08/18/orange-roundabout-nears-
completion.html?sid=104
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Eight roads to see maintenance in Prairie Twp.

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By CARLA SMITH

ThisWeek Contributor

Prairie Township Trustees approved the spending of $218,309 for the 2010 road projects. The approval came at
the Aug. 11 regular board of trustees meeting. Money for the projects will come from the general fund. Most of
the projects include road resurfacing and maintenance. This year eight township roads will see work. On Birch
Park Drive, Birch Park Way, ElIm Park Dive and Elm Park Place curb and gutters will be removed and replaced, and
driveway approaches and patch work will be done on the roads. Genheimer Road is scheduled to be sealed;
Penhurst Avenue will be paved and asphalted; Palmetto Court and Silverbell Court will both see resurface work
and other maintenance. In other matters Wednesday night, township resident Neil Distelhorst asked trustees
about what they thought about Metro Parks continued quest to purchase land for park use within the township...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/grovecity/stories/2010/08/18/eight-roads-to-see-maintenance-in-
prairie-twp-.html?sid=104

Multi-use trail in Civic Park nearly done

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By DAVID S. OWEN

ThisWeek Staff Writer

Construction of a multi-use trail in Civic Park should be completed by the end of September, according to
Reynoldsburg Parks and Recreation Department director Jason Shamblin. Work on the project began in June and
was delayed somewhat because of a wetter than normal July. However, Shamblin said the delay did not affect
costs or timetables. "The contract documents with the contractor give them 180 days to complete the project so
that would go up to the end of September," he said. "The contractor was hoping to have it done in about a
month's time, so that would have been the end of July, but because of the wet July, it slowed us down a little bit,
but we're getting there." Jim Miller, the city's director of engineering, said the total project, including
construction, inspection and engineering, will cost $325,000. A grant from the Ohio Department of Transportation
will be used to pay for the project. The money is part of $18-million worth of federal economic stimulus money
dedicated to infrastructure projects throughout central Ohio. The Civic Park multi-use path is 10 feet wide and just
shy of a mile long. It will be available for walking, jogging, biking, skateboarding and rollerblading, Shamblin said.
Shamblin said the multi-use path is the biggest project he has been involved with since being hired as parks and
recreation director in June 2008. It has been on the city's list of projects for a while...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/reynoldsburg/stories/2010/08/18/multi-use-trail-in-civic-park-
nearly-done.html?sid=104

Truro Township

Trustees: Grants needed for Waggoner sidewalks

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By DAVID S. OWEN

ThisWeek Staff Writer

Waggoner Road was once little more than a rural route between East Broad Street and East Main Street and
didn't have much need for sidewalks. But while development along Waggoner in the past few years has included
the construction of homes, businesses and churches, sidewalks exist only in some spots. Jennifer Williamson, a
resident in the Park at Waggoner subdivision, is concerned about pedestrian safety along Waggoner Road. She
wants to know when sidewalks will be built along the portions of the road that don't have any now. "My main
concern is that there aren't any sidewalks," she said. "It's not usually adults | see walking along Waggoner Road,
it's usually kids. "Waggoner Road between East Main and East Broad streets has four schools, three churches and
two day care centers yet only the first half mile or so, and the last quarter-mile of Waggoner, has a sidewalk," she
said. Waggoner Road stretches almost two miles with roughly 4,000 feet in the city of Reynoldsburg, 6,000 feet in
Truro Township, and a small portion in Jefferson Township. Trustee Dennis Nicodemus said Truro Township is
beginning to work with Franklin County engineers on possible plans to install sidewalks along the township
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portion of Waggoner Road and other road improvements throughout the township...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/reynoldsburg/stories/2010/08/18/trustees-grants-needed-for-
waggoner-sidewalks.html?sid=104

Worthington Road closes for three months

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By JENNIFER NESBITT

ThisWeek Staff Writer

Improvements began Aug. 18 on Worthington Road, closing the street from Lazelle Road to County Line Road for
the next 90 days. The stretch of road will be widened to include a center turn lane and a right turn lane from
northbound Worthington Road to County Line Road, said Westerville civil engineer Scott Tourville. The
improvements also will add an enclosed storm sewer, street lights, a traffic light at Worthington and Lazelle roads
and construction of a sidewalk on the east side of Worthington Road connecting to the bike path on County Line
Road, Tourville said. Lori Lane will be widened to include left- and right-turn lanes...
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/westerville/stories/2010/08/18/worthington-road-closes-for-three-
months.html?sid=104

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

District puts busing changes on hold

Wednesday, August 18, 2010 12:20 PM

By NATE ELLIS

ThisWeek Staff Writer

It's less than two weeks until the start of school. Do you know where your student's school bus is? The
Pickerington Local School District reversed course this week after deciding to eliminate noon bus services for
kindergartners living within a mile of their respective schools, as well as busing for some elementary and middle
school students living in "walk zones." Responding at least in part to complaints from parents who received notice
of the changes via letters mailed on Aug. 13, the district has decided to reconsider the moves. Now, with school
scheduled to start Aug. 30, district officials are scrambling to determine if they'll follow through with the cost-
cutting measures that appeared to be in place following the Pickerington Board of Education's Aug. 9 meeting.
"It's kind of totally in a state of flux right now," Dave Decsman, the district's transportation consultant, said on
Tuesday, Aug. 17. "All these recommendations are being revisited at this point." He said he hoped the situation
would be resolved before the school board's Aug. 23 meeting. "We still have an obligation to notify the
community," he said. "We may be in a position there where we tell the board, 'This is what we're going to do."" As
of Aug. 13, the district was set to eliminate noon bus service for kindergartners living within the walk zones —
defined by the state of Ohio as a one-mile radius from the school students attend. The move was supposed to
save the district $20,000 to $40,000 in the 2010-11 school year. Additionally, the district planned to delete bus
service for Pickerington Elementary students living in the Knightsbridge and George's Creek subdivisions, and for
students on Losey Drive. The reason was because those students now can use sidewalks constructed along Diley
Road last year, Decsman said. In addition, service was to be deleted for Violet Elementary students living on the
west end of Brookside Drive because there now are continuous sidewalks to the school and all other students in
the Melrose subdivision currently walk to school, Decsman said. Bus service was also on the chopping block for
Diley Middle School students in the Knightsbridge and Fox Glen East subdivisions, and to one or to two homes on
the north end of the Villages at Sycamore Creek. Service to students living along the east side of Diley Road
between the railroad tracks and the district boundary also was to be cut because those students also could use
Diley Road sidewalks. "We got consumer complaints, and budgetary issues also are part of the reason we're
revisiting this," Decsman said. "Right now, we can't say we have a lot of definitive information. "We want to
resolve this just as soon as possible."
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/pickerington/stories/2010/08/18/district-puts-busing-changes-on-
hold.html?sid=104
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Big Walnut schools trim busing

Setting 1-mile radius expected to save $244K

Saturday, August 21, 2010 02:50 AM

By Allison Manning

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

More than 400 students in the Big Walnut school district will have to find their own way to school come
Wednesday. In an effort to save nearly $250,000, school officials scaled back busing to only students living a mile
or farther from their schools, said district transportation supervisor Jodie Clark, adding that the policy was
recommended by state education officials. Last year, the district offered busing to all of its 3,000 students. By
taking seven of its 25 buses off the road, the district will save $244,000 through driver salaries and lower
insurance costs, Clark said. The district looked for cost savings after voters rejected property-tax issues in
November and May. “I think folks understand,” Clark said. “For the most part, people understand the economic
times are bad for everybody.” Parents picking up schedules at Big Walnut Middle School this past Wednesday said
they would work around the change but hoped that cutbacks this year might influence voters in the future. “I
think the people need to start feeling the cuts, so people do something about it,” said Dana Stark, who has
children in both the middle and high schools. Cindy Rubcich said she doesn’t oppose having students walk,
although she’ll most likely drive her own kids in middle and high school. But she added that the decision to reduce
busing could have been avoided. “If they passed the levy, we wouldn’t have to worry about it...”
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local news/stories/2010/08/21/big-walnut-schools-trim-busing.html

Safe Routes to School 101: Information and Resources to Jumpstart Your Program
Presenters:

Diane Lambert, National Center for Safe Routes to School

Robert Ping, Safe Routes to School National Partnership

What is Safe Routes to School (SRTS)? How can | get a program started in my community? Who can | partner
with? Join us for a webinar to answer these questions. This webinar will provide basic information and resources
to help get your Safe Routes to School program off the ground or enhance your existing program.

Diane Lambert of the National Center for SRTS will kick-off the webinar with an overview of SRTS, how it began,
what a program typically includes, and how to best access additional resources and technical support. Diane will
be joined by Robert Ping of the SRTS National Partnership. Robert will discuss the SRTS National Partnership's
SRTS program resources, and how local policies and community partnerships will help your program succeed.

This webinar is part of the Safe Routes to School Coaching Action Network

Webinar Series, developed by America Walks and the National Center for Safe

Routes to School. REGISTER NOW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103620364016&s=3835&e=0011e5X115AvQ9vvDMku3UWVM3-AQH-
ehNBH34fiShnRDVQAgLcQRWghIDUP3 fo5wnxS9x2QLZ80Z9AVUg-tR5PG79fe-
5kkhMxpekZDZGdwRDCBPOYw7Gt80aoARLphma47ixfSccuFUh0 MRhyBCWZg==

Safe Routes to School National Partnership Creates A Library of Resources: Send us your feedback by August 25

The Safe Routes to School National Partnership is seeking your feedback on a new Library of Resources that brings
together various documents on Safe Routes to School policies and program initiatives. Resources are listed
according to their policy or program area and include a variety of document types, including articles, Partnership
publications and other full-text materials that can be accessed from www.saferoutespartnership.org or elsewhere
online. While the resource library is intended to support the efforts of our State Network Organizers in their
policy advocacy and advancement work, it also provides useful information for others in the Safe Routes to School
movement. What do you think? Are there resources that we are missing? We'd love to hear your feedback!
Please email any ideas or suggestions you have to Kathy Cooke by Wednesday, August 25.
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OTHER NEWS

After fall from bike, L.A. mayor become cycle advocate

Villaraigosa says it's time to recognize that two-wheelers belong on city's streets

Damian Dovarganes / AP

A commuter rides the streets of Los Angeles. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa wrote an online commentary on the
Huffington Post acknowledging that most of the city was designed for automobiles and it was time to recognize
bicycles also belong on L.A.'s streets.

By DAISY NGUYEN

updated 8/15/2010 9:25:42 PM ET

LOS ANGELES — Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa is the new champion of cyclists' rights in the nation's second-largest
city, a conversion that came after a bone-breaking fall from his own bicycle. The mayor, who said little on the
topic during five years in office, is campaigning to make streets safer for cyclists after a parked cab abruptly pulled
out across a bike lane, causing him to shatter an elbow. The ill-fated ride was his first on city streets since taking
office... http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/38717648/ns/us news-life/

HAWK lights to help reduce pedestrian deaths in metro Phoenix

by Sean Holstege - Aug. 19, 2010 12:00 AM

The Arizona Republic

For years, Arizonans have gambled with their lives when crossing the street in a state with high pedestrian-fatality
rates. Now, some busy Phoenix-area streets are getting new traffic devices that have been shown to save lives.
The new devices, traffic signals invented by city engineers in Tucson, give pedestrians a safer way to cross busy
streets midblock. That could help reduce the state's annual toll of more than 100 pedestrian deaths. Yeseniya
Matatova, 15, uses one of the new crosswalks outside Sunnyslope High School in north Phoenix and said it's safer
than the previous one, which didn't have signals. "The cars stop at a farther distance," she said.

Read more: http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/2010/08/19/20100819hawk-lights-lower-phoenix-
pedestrian-deaths.htmI#ixzzOx4rifwcl

August 16, 2010
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By MICHAEL M. GRYNBAUM

It has never been easy to safely navigate the streets of New York, where automobiles zip inches away from
smartphone-toting pedestrians and the footrace across an intersection has been compared to a game of human
Frogger. But a report released Monday by the city’s transportation planners offers unique insight into the
precarious life on the city’s streets, pinpointing where, when and why pedestrian accidents have most often
occurred. The study confirms some of the century-old assumptions about transportation in the country’s biggest
city — yet undercuts others. Taxis, it turns out, were no careering menace: cabs — as well as buses and trucks —
accounted for far fewer pedestrian accidents in Manhattan than did other privately owned vehicles. Jaywalkers,
while involved in fewer collisions than their law-abiding counterparts who waited for the “walk” sign, were more
likely to be killed or seriously hurt. And one discovery could permanently upend one of the uglier stereotypes of
the motoring world: in 80 percent of city accidents that resulted in a pedestrian’s death or serious injury, a male
driver was behind the wheel. (Fifty-seven percent of New York City vehicles are registered to men.) The study,
which the city’s Transportation Department described as the most ambitious of its kind by an American city,
examined more than 7,000 crashes that occurred in New York City from 2002 to 2006 and that resulted in the
death or serious injury of at least one pedestrian. Equal parts safety manual and urban portrait, the report offers
a macabre and revealing look at the boroughs, avenues, and times of day that were most hazardous to
pedestrians and motorists alike. “This is the Rosetta Stone for safety on the streets of New York,” said Janette
Sadik-Khan, the transportation commissioner. The findings could also become a tool for the Bloomberg
administration to extend its re-engineering of the city’s street grid, which it says saves lives. Those changes, which
have angered many drivers, include barring vehicles from major avenues and replacing hundreds of parking
spaces with bicycle lanes and walkways... http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/17/nyregion/17walk.html
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A Champion Against Cancer, Now Under Siege

By BRUCE WEBER and JULIET MACUR

AUSTIN, Tex. — Barry Bonds. Marion Jones. Alex Rodriguez. Roger Clemens. There is no shortage of athletes who
have fallen from grace, their achievements on the playing field and their public stature compromised by
accusations of cheating or revelations of criminal or otherwise repugnant behavior. The case of Lance Armstrong
is far more complex. Having survived testicular cancer that metastasized to his lungs and his brain, Mr. Armstrong
— who went on to win a record seven Tour de France titles — has become a powerful symbol of the possibilities
of life after the disease. He has also become a world-class philanthropist, his Livestrong foundation doling out $31
million last year on behalf of cancer patients. But now that he and his former team are subjects of a federal
investigation into doping activities, those in the interdependent circles of his world are concerned that the inquiry
will tarnish or erode all he has built. “There are just so many unknowns at this point,” Doug Ulman, the chief
executive of Livestrong and a cancer survivor, said in an interview at the foundation’s airy new headquarters here.
“That’s the most frustrating thing.” To Dr. John R. Seffrin, the chief executive of the American Cancer Society, the
investigation should be irrelevant. Whatever Mr. Armstrong’s transgressions as an athlete, he said, they pale in
comparison with the good he has done. “Lance Armstrong has done more to destigmatize cancer than anyone,”
Dr. Seffrin said. Few would dispute that Mr. Armstrong is a splendid athlete, gifted and dedicated, or that he is a
magnificent publicist for his cause. Since 2004, when Livestrong and its corporate partner Nike gave the world the
yellow bracelet to signify that the wearer had been touched by cancer, more than 70 million have been
distributed. But his competitive side is also compelling. A power-wielding, polarizing figure in cycling, Mr.
Armstrong, who turns 39 next month, has a reputation for being a brutal competitor and an aggressive self-
promoter. A day after spending three weeks as his teammate at the 2009 Tour, the winner, Alberto Contador,
who has supplanted Mr. Armstrong as the world’s best rider, said in Spanish: “He is a great rider and did a great
Tour. Another thing is on a personal level, where | have never admired him and never will.”
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/22/sports/cycling/22armstrong.htm|? r=1&th&emc=th
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(Quoted from a solicitation) In Colorado, Republican Dan Maes is sounding the alarm about the dangers of...wait
for it...riding your bicycle. He's convinced that Democrat John Hickenlooper's efforts to promote cycling is a secret
plot, which is "converting Denver into a United Nations community," and is "bigger than it looks on the surface."
Ira: It’s pathetic that bicycling like passenger rail as transportation options have become a partisan political issue.

Contact Information

Web site - www.considerbiking.org

Facebook - Facebook Page change to http://www.facebook.com/considerbiking
Twitter - Considerbikeoh

Executive Director, Jeff Stephens - jeff@considerbiking.org 614-579-1127
Communications, Ira S. Weiss - iweiss@insight.rr.com

Consider Biking Staff, http://www.considerbiking.org/contact/ 614-447-8894
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Ira S. Weiss

11735 Eddington
Pickerington, OH 43147
iweiss@insight.rr.com
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