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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Group Riding Clinic  
Westerville Bicycle Club • June 12-13, 2010 
Whether you are a professional racer or a casual tourist, the key to success on a bicycle is good handling skills. To 
that end, the Westerville Bicycle Club (WBC) is offering you the opportunity to participate in a two-day course that 
will give you the opportunity to improve your bike handling and group riding skills. This two-day course will be 
taught by Alan Martin, a USA Cycling Level 2 Certified cycling coach and long time member of the WBC, who has 
worked extensively in the area of skill development and group riding. The course will feature skill drills as well as 
road riding and group skills. Lunch, snacks and plenty of Gatorade will be provided both days. The first day will 
work on your bike handling skills and help any rider no matter their skill level or type of riding. The second will work 
on your ability to ride in and with a group.  If you have never done a group riding clinic, this is your chance to learn 
what it takes to ride perfect paceline.  Both days have been designed to help you improve your bike handling and 
riding skills so you can save energy, ride with confidence and be safer on the roadways.  Day one will be held at 
Westerville Central High School and day two will be at  Bevelheimer Park "Orange Zone", second entrance off 
Peter Hoover Road. Sign up now as there is a limit of 30 people each day. Register for one or both days. However, 
those wishing to register for just the second day should have a previous group riding experience or have previously 
attended a skill drills clinic such as the one offered on day one. Register now as there will be a 30 rider limit each 
day, and in years past we have always met that limit. To attend any non-WBC member would need to join at a cost 
of $20.  This is due to the insurance requirements. Contact Alan Martin at alanmartin86@gmail.com if you have any 
questions. 

 
Register now for Strawberry Festival Bicycle Tour 
(Posted June 3, 2010) 

Cyclists can roll across the countryside of four counties June 12 at the Friends of Madison County Parks & Trails’ 
(FMCPT) annual Strawberry Festival Bicycle Tour. The event, now in its seventh year, crosses Madison, Clark, 
Fayette and Greene counties. Participants choose from 21-mile, 56-mile or 100-mile ride options. Pre-registrations 
must be received by June 5. The $15 fee includes detailed tour maps, identification number, support services, food 
stops and membership in FMCPT. he cost for registrations received after June 5, including the day of the tour, is 
$20. Refunds are not available. Download and print the registration form at http://www.fmcpt.com/. All rides begin 
between 6:30 and 8 a.m. at the Prairie Grass Trail trailhead, located behind the Madison County Senior Citizens 
Center, 280 W. High St. in London. The 21-mile route is on the Prairie Grass Trail. It includes one rest stop at the 
turn-around point in South Charleston. The 56-mile and 100-mile routes include rest stops in Jamestown and South 
Charleston and will also feature some mileage on the Prairie Grass Trail. Whatever distance is selected, all riders 
also have the option of riding the entire tour on the Prairie Grass Trail. First organized in 2002 by Life Scout Chris 
Slagle of Boy Scout Troop 104 as part of his Eagle Scout project, today FMCPT members and volunteers continue 
the Strawberry Festival tour tradition. With 150 members, FMCPT is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization of volunteers 
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supporting the Madison County Park District and the City of London…  
http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/8331.html  

 
HOLMES COUNTY TRAIL BENEFIT AUCTION,  JUNE  11 & 12 , 2010 
S i x t h A n n u a l B e n e f i t A u c t i o n 

 Breakfast 7:00 a.m. 
 Road Apple 5K 7:14 a.m. 
 Auction Block opens at 9:00 a.m. with small items, furniture & quilts 
 Open Buggy & Lawn Furniture 11:00 a.m. 
 Drawing for Pony 1:00 p.m. 
 Please register for a bidder number to purchase Auction items 
 We Accept Cash, Checks, MasterCard & Visa 
 Please look over items carefully. All Sales are Final 
 Please remember to thank our volunteers and remember all items & quilts were donated for this auction 

Times listed are estimates only! 
Visit www.holmestrail.org  to print an updated list of Auction items as they arrive. 
This event is a non-profit 501 c 3 event hosted by the Holmes County Trail Coalition Inc. 
Joan Miller 
Holmes County Park District, Trail Coordinator 
Holmes County Rails to Trails Coalition, Executive Director 
1 Trail Drive, Suite B 
Millersburg, OH  44654 
voice: 330.674.0475 
holmestrail@embarqmail.com 
www.holmestrail.org 

 
Five Rivers MetroParks in Dayton, OH has just posted a new position for a 
Cycling Coordinator.  
Come work in the Outdoor Adventure Capital of the Midwest! 
Position:                             Cycling Coordinator 
Rate of Pay:                        Grade 6  ($15.02 - $23.65 per hour) 
Benefits:                              Includes Medical Insurance and Pension/Retirement 
Apply By:                            June 24 
POSITION SUMMARY  
This position will be directly responsible for the coordination and management of a comprehensive cycling program 
consisting of community advocacy, sustainable mountain bike trail building, bike maintenance, skill development 
and education programming.  The Cycling Coordinator will build an educational program progression and product 
line creating access to cycling and mountain biking programming, facilities and events to encourage all ages and 
demographics to experience cycling and develop a more vibrant cycling community in the region.  The Cycling 
Coordinator will need to possess strong cycling industry contacts and an understanding of marketing and 
promotions, communications, large scale cycling related events.  Full description available at metroparks.org For 
complete position description and to apply go to http://www.metroparks.org/AboutUs/Careers.aspx 
Questions?  Contact Brent Anslinger  banslinger@metroparks.org  937.275.5069 

 
RIDES 
 
Three Creeks 
DAY TIME EVENT DESCRIPTION OPENINGS  
Jun 10 Thu 6:30 pm Family Ride Night See June 3rd.  

 
Pickerington Ponds  
DAY TIME EVENT DESCRIPTION OPENINGS  
Jun 13 Sun  8:30 am Morning Bike Ride Enjoy a 10-mile bike ride while listening... N/R 
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Hot Tamale Bicycle Tour gets an assist from Iraq 
BY DAN SHERIDAN • Special to The Marion Star • June 1, 2010  
MARION - Saturday's Hot Tamale Bicycle Tour required teamwork spanning from Marion to Baghdad, Iraq. Dolph 
Watts, owner of Salt Rock Graphics in Morral, has printed custom t-shirts for the Hot Tamale Tour for more than a 
dozen years. Watts, an Army captain, has spent the past nine months at Camp Liberty, northeast of Baghdad 
International Airport, working as a civil engineer in the 16th Engineer Brigade. His team is responsible for ensuring 
that Iraqi contractors adhere to high standards when rebuilding structures. Fortunately, tour sponsors found a way 
to work with Watts, despite the distance. Corresponding by e-mail, Watts was able to prepare the design for printing 
and arrange for his friend Scott Arnold to help Dolph's wife Kim print the shirts. While Watts will be returning to 
Marion in the next month, he won't be home in time to finish the shirts… 
http://www.marionstar.com/article/20100601/NEWS01/6010301/Hot-Tamale-Bicycle-Tour-gets-an-assist-from-Iraq  

 
SAFETY  
(Should I re-name this section: “Dancing with the 
Cars?”) 

 
Pickerington  

Council wants to change bicycle laws 
Thursday, June 3, 2010  10:37 AM  
By NATE ELLIS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Pending final approval June 15, bike riders in Pickerington will have new rules to follow.  An ordinance that would 
amend existing laws governing bicycles received unanimous city council approval when it was read for the second 
time on June 1. It is expected to be approved after a third and final reading in two weeks.  The new rules require 
bike riders younger than 16 to wear helmets. Those who don't can be fined $25. Currently, Pickerington doesn't 
require bicyclists of any age to wear helmets.  
The proposed ordinance also says any parent, guardian, custodian or person having control or custody of a child 
who fails to wear a helmet while biking would be subject to a $25 fine, as well.  The proposal would amend city law 
to ban riding bikes on sidewalks within a "business district" or in areas where signs prohibiting such action are 
posted. In areas where riding on sidewalks is permitted, cyclists must yield to pedestrians.  Additionally, the 
ordinance says no one younger than 11 can legally operate a bike on a city street unless accompanied by an 
adult… http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/pickerington/stories/2010/06/02/Council-wants-to-change-
bicycle-laws.html?sid=104   

Ira: The headline should be ―The Blind Side‖. 

 
Despite accidents, bicycling getting safer 
Increase in riders may heighten awareness  
Monday, May 31, 2010  02:50 AM  
By Bill Bush 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
Last summer, Greg Yoakum was riding his bike about 25 mph through Hilliard when a car traveling the opposite 
direction turned left across his path, sending him crashing into the windshield and then onto the road. He was one 
of the 269 bicycle-vehicle crash victims in Franklin County in 2009. His right arm had a cut 8 inches long and 3 
inches wide. He injured his lower back and sustained a 4-inch contusion on his right leg. He left the hospital using a 
walker, which he needed for a few days. "I completely went up onto her windshield, smashed her windshield, and 
was taken by ambulance to the hospital,‖ said Yoakum, 37. after a month or so of recovery, Yoakum was back on 
his bike —– albeit a little more nervous and more aware of the risks. Nationally, more than 700 people die each 
year in bike-vehicle crashes. In central Ohio, a 20-year-old Dublin bicyclist died Friday after a hit-and-run collision 
on the Northwest Side. But biking is actually getting safer, said Jeff Stephens, executive director of Consider Biking, 
a Columbus bicycle-advocacy group…  
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/05/31/despite-accidents-bicycling-getting-
safer.html?sid=101  
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Editorial: Short takes 
Thursday, June 3, 2010  02:57 AM  
DESPITE A recent tragedy in which a Dublin bicyclist died in an accident involving a car, the per-capita rate of 
bicycle-car accidents has been falling steadily. Jeff Stephens, executive director of the bicycle advocacy group 
Consider Biking, says this improving statistic results from the fact that increasing numbers of people are bicycling. 
He says putting more bicyclists on the road increases safety because motorists become more used to sharing the 
road with two-wheeled travelers. That more people bicycle is a good thing. It's a great way to exercise and it 
reduces pollution. But cars and bicycles can co-exist safely only if bicyclists and motorists understand and obey the 
rules of the road and respect each other's rights. 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/editorials/stories/2010/06/03/short-takes.html  

 
Bicyclist protocol in article was wrong 
Monday, May 31, 2010  02:51 AM  
The advice given in the Tuesday Dispatch article ―Cyclists can have long wait to cross Front Street outside park‖ is 
contrary to safe bicycling practices. For a bicyclist to go onto the sidewalk to push the pedestrian walk button at an 
intersection where a bicycle won’t trip the detector isn’t the best way to handle the situation. First, a bicyclist is not a 
pedestrian. By law, a bicyclist on the road is traffic and should use and obey the traffic signals. Second, leaving and 
entering the road from a sidewalk is dangerous and exposes the cyclist to unnecessary hazards. The best way to 
proceed is to treat it as if the traffic light is broken and flashing red. Check for cross-traffic and oncoming traffic and 
cross the intersection when it’s clear and safe. This same advice appears in the Ohio Department of 
Transportation’s booklet ―Ohio Bicycling Street Smarts.‖ The city should install bicycle-friendly detectors using the 
―Columbus Metro bike users map‖ to prioritize intersections. 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/editorials/stories/2010/05/31/bicyclist-protocol-in-article-was-wrong.html  

 
Children learn rules of road at bike rodeo 
BY ASHLEY PHILLIPS • Gazette Staff Writer • June 6, 2010  
Not quite old enough to drive, children in the area were learning turn signals and other road safety tips Saturday. 
The first annual Bike Rodeo, conducted by the Tri-County Triangle Trail and local organizations and businesses, 
helped teach children how to ride their bicycles safely. Coordinator Lucinda Miller said many children have bicycling 
accidents, a key reason the event also supplied children with free helmets provided by the Chillicothe Kiwanis Club. 
"We are trying to get the kids to learn how to watch out for cars and other distractions while they are riding their 
bike," she said… http://www.chillicothegazette.com/article/20100606/NEWS01/6060314/Children-learn-rules-of-
road-at-bike-rodeo  

 
City: Sharrow road decals 
Thursday,  May 27, 2010 6:00 AM 
By John Ross 
The city's ongoing share-the-road campaign took a big step forward May 17 with the unveiling of the first "sharrow" 
in the northbound curb lane of High Street near East 10th Avenue. These heavy-duty traffic decals are meant to 
remind drivers of a biker's right to be on the street and to encourage both parties to use roadways safely. You'll see 
188 more pop up along a 6.8-mile corridor between Morse Road and Nationwide Boulevard, the city's most popular 
stretch for two-wheel travel. Installation is set to begin in mid-June. "A lot of people want a utopian bike paradise, 
but it's very tough to retrofit our existing conditions sometimes," said Jeff Stephens, executive director of advocacy 
group Consider Biking. "These sharrows are a way to identify high bike-traffic corridors and really create awareness 
for both the cyclist and motorist…" http://www.columbusalive.com/live/content/features/stories/2010/05/27/city-
sharrow-road-decals.html  

 
Vehicle Hits Pedestrian; Victim In Serious Condition 
By Donna Willis 
Published: June 01, 2010  
Updated: June 01, 2010 - 4:40 PM  
COLUMBUS, Ohio -- A man is in serious condition Tuesday after he was struck by a vehicle on the city's East Side. 
The crash occurred around 3:10 p.m. at the intersection of Refugee and Gender roads on the city's East Side. 
Southbound traffic on Gender Road was restricted at Bennell Drive. Initial reports indicated he was struck while in a 
crosswalk. Police have not confirmed this information. Witnesses said the vehicle was traveling at about 45 to 50 
mph and the victim was thrown into the air. The 20-year-old male victim was transported to Grant Medical Center in 
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serious condition. He was suffering from head trauma. Gender Road was reopened to traffic before 4:15 p.m. 
Additional information was not available immediately…. http://www2.nbc4i.com/news/2010/jun/01/9/pedestrian-
stuck-vehicle-closes-gender-road-ar-94749/?sc_cid=CMH-NEWS-8pmDlyNews  

 
Dangers of texting-while-driving strike close to home for Riggle 
By RASHA ALY 
Published: Friday, June 4, 2010 2:13 PM EDT 
Months ago, the daughter of a friend of Delaware City Council member Carolyn Riggle died in an automobile 
accident. The reason? Texting while driving, Riggle said. The death is one reason why she supports a "no texting 
while driving" ordinance, she said. "It's important that people don't text while they drive," she said. "I think it's very 
dangerous." Riggle had brought forth a resolution in support of Statehouse Bill 415 -- a resolution for state 
lawmakers to ban texting while driving across the state.  
According to the bill, text messaging would be a primary offense subject to a $150. It would ban drivers from 
reading, writing and sending text messages while driving. City Council members have decided to vote along with 
state legislators' decision, with only council member Andrew Brush voting against the resolution. However, now that 
the bill has stalled within a state senate committee, council members have decided to introduce a city ordinance.  
We were hoping the state was going to come through with their ban," Riggle said. "When the lawmakers didn't 
come through, I just felt that it was important for Delaware to move forward…" 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/06/05/delaware_news/news/de%20texting_20100604_0157pm_3.txt  

 
City council weighs ban on texting 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:00 PM  
By LORI WINCE 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Gahanna City Council seems unsure whether to institute its own ban on texting while driving or simply try to 
educate people about its existing laws that address driving while texting. "How do we make an impact," council 
president Tom Kneeland asked during a May 24 workshop. Council had asked representatives of the Gahanna 
Police Department for ideas on how to stop people from sending text messages from their cellular phones while 
they are driving. "Any traffic enforcement we do is a difficult task," Lt. Jeff Spence said. Spence said he has read 
the proposed texting bans being considered by the state legislature and is confused as to how those bills could be 
enforced. To prove someone was texting while driving, a person's phone records would have to be retrieved 
through a warrant, he said, adding that he doubts a warrant would be requested for a minor misdemeanor case… 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/gahanna/stories/2010/06/02/city-council-weighs-ban-on-
texting.html?sid=104  

 
Editorial: Short takes 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  02:51 AM  
ON MAY 24, Hilliard joined Bexley and Columbus in banning drivers from text-messaging. The ordinances are very 
similar, and they point to a need for the legislature to extend this ban to the rest of the state. Substitute House Bill 
415, sponsored by state Reps. Nancy Garland, D-New Albany, and Michael DeBose, D-Cleveland, would 
implement a statewide ban, making it a minor misdemeanor to write, send or read a text-based message in a 
moving vehicle. It passed in the Ohio House in March and is now in a Senate committee. Texting while driving is so 
inherently dangerous, it's amazing that people still do it. Perhaps they won't get the message until they hear it from 
a police officer. http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/editorials/stories/2010/06/02/short-takes.html  

 
Survey finds road measures have broad support 
Cameras, new locks, mandatory motorcycle helmets among favored precautions 
BY LARRY COPELAND • USA TODAY • June 4, 2010  
Americans strongly support public policies to reduce highway deaths, including some measures that many elected 
officials consider too restrictive, such as alcohol ignition interlocks and traffic-enforcement cameras, a new national 
survey found. The Center for Excellence in Rural Safety at the University of Minnesota found most Americans 
support ignition interlocks for those convicted of drunken driving and automated speed enforcement using cameras 
and radar, such as the cameras installed in Heath in Licking County in 2009 before the city's voters forced them out 
in November by voting to amend the city charter. Respondents also support sobriety checkpoints, mandatory 
motorcycle helmet laws, phased-in privileges for new drivers and laws enabling police to ticket drivers solely for not 
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wearing seat belts… http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/article/20100604/NEWS01/6040310/1002/Survey-
finds-road-measures-have-broad-support  

 
Legislation would require safety training for young drivers 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:01 PM  
State Rep. Cheryl Grossman (R-Grove City) has introduced legislation that would require young drivers to be 
certified in both first aid and CPR. House Bill 537 calls for all under the age of 18 who apply for a driver's license to 
complete a training course in first aid and CPR. "Many people find themselves in situations where they are first on 
the scene of various emergencies," Grossman said. "I want to initiate a process where youthful drivers will have 
basic knowledge on how to assist in those situations." In addition to other requirements that those under the age of 
18 must satisfy when applying for an Ohio driver's license, applicants also would be required to show evidence of 
having successfully completed a first aid and CPR training course… 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/grovecity/stories/2010/06/02/legislation-would-require-safety-training-for-
young-drivers.html?sid=104  

 
Letter: Residents must follow city code and leash their dogs 
Published: Wednesday, June 2, 2010 7:16 PM EDT 
To the Editor: 
Recently, I was exercising my dog while riding my bicycle through my neighborhood. My dog was on a leash 
attached to my bicycle and was completely under my control. Another dog ran out of its yard and caused me to 
wreck. Fortunately, neither my dog, the other dog, nor I was seriously injured. However, I'm 61 years old and do not 
appreciate flying over the handlebars because someone refuses to control their pet. Do they think they are the only 
people using the street? Or perhaps they feel their pet's self-esteem will be injured as a result of using a leash? Pet 
owners are required by city ordinance to control their animals. The only sure way to control a dog is with a leash. 
Every time I have fallen off my bicycle, there has been an off-leash dog involved. I usually end up with scrapes and 
bruises and some damage to my bike. The next time this happens, and it will happen again, I intend to insist that 
the police are called and I will press charges. I hope it is not against you. Leash your dog. 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/06/05/tri-
village_news/opinion/letters/tvrosslet%20_20100602_0547pm_3.txt  

 
HEALTH 

 
States Requiring PE, but Amount Varies 
More states are requiring physical education in schools, but few set a specific amount 
The Associated Press  
By MARY CLARE JALONICK Associated Press Writer 
WASHINGTON June 2, 2010 (AP)  
More states are requiring physical education for elementary, middle and high school students, though few require 
kids to exercise for a specific amount of time. A report released Tuesday by the American Heart Association and 
the National Association for Sport and Physical Education said exercise for schoolchildren is also threatened by a 
rising number of waivers and exemptions from PE in school districts around the country. Nancy Brown, CEO of the 
heart association, said the group is pleased that more states are requiring physical education but is also concerned 
that the requirements don't have more teeth. "We are concerned that the movement has not been more significant," 
she said. "It's more of a sporadic approach." Brown said she hopes an increased national focus on health and 
nutrition will push schools to require more time in the gym with a qualified instructor. The groups recommend 150 
minutes a week of instructed physical education for elementary schoolchildren and 225 minutes a week for middle 
and high school students. Only a handful of states meet those goals… 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=10802852  

 
Editorial: Short takes 
FIGHTING CHILDHOOD obesity requires help from schools, where children spend so much of their time and take 
in so much of their food. Opposition by teachers' groups to a bill that would improve the nutritional offerings at 
schools and require a minimum level of physical activity for kids is unfortunate and unnecessary, especially given 
the flexibility in the bill. Teachers' groups say schools can't take time away from academics to ensure that kids get 
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30 minutes of physical activity per day beyond recess. The concern is understandable given the many demands 
already placed on schools, but sponsors of the bill have addressed it by allowing schools to opt out of the exercise 
requirement. The sponsors want the exercise requirement to remain, even if watered down by the opt-out provision, 
because exercise is an indispensable element of maintaining healthy weight. The bill passed in the Senate by a 24-
7 vote last month. Why the Ohio Federation of Teachers and other groups are holding it up in the House, when 
their primary concerns have been addressed and when action is so urgently needed on this growing public-health 
threat, is hard to understand. http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/editorials/stories/2010/06/02/short-takes.html  

 
Changes leave school-exercise bill a 98-pound weakling 
Thursday, June 3, 2010  02:57 AM  
By Jim Siegel 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
Public-school officials beat back efforts by some legislators, businesses and health-care professionals to require 
that schools provide students 30 minutes of exercise per day. "They were able to pick off members individually," 
Rep. John Patrick Carney, D-Columbus, said of the school-board members, teachers-union representatives and 
superintendents who urged legislators to reject the exercise requirement in Senate Bill 210. The measure already 
had been watered down by the Senate, allowing districts to opt out of the exercise requirement by getting a waiver 
from the state. But school officials told House members that the opt-out wasn't good enough because the 
requirement still would hang over districts' heads in permanent law, and the state was not providing money to pay 
for it. A House committee changed the bill yesterday so that districts that want to meet the daily exercise 
requirement would have to opt into it. The House passed it 77-21. "I am disappointed," said Carney, who sponsored 
the House version of the bill. He noted that obesity is the nation's No. 1 preventable health crisis, surpassing 
smoking… http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/06/03/copy/changes-leave-bill-98-
pound-weakling.html?adsec=politics&sid=101  

 
Ohio House OKs Bill for Healthier School Food  
AP/ Bill Cohen, Ohio Public Radio (2010-06-03)  
COLUMBUS, OH (wosu) - A bill to attack childhood obesity by requiring healthier options in school cafeterias has 
advanced in the Ohio Legislature. By a 77-21 vote, the Ohio House on Wednesday approved legislation which also 
would have schools do body-mass-index screenings on students… 
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wosu/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=1658596  
 
But, as the Ohio Senate did earlier, the House dropped a mandate that schools provide students 
at least 30 minutes of exercise per day. 
Ohio lawmakers approve bill aimed at getting students to eat healthier 
By Aaron Marshall, The Plain Dealer  
June 02, 2010, 5:58PM 
COLUMBUS, Ohio — The debate over how to encourage Ohio's school children to slim down moved to the floor of 
the Ohio House on Wednesday as lawmakers passed a measure aimed at getting kids eating healthier and 
exercising more. In a 77-21 vote, House lawmakers approved the legislation, which pushes out the candy machines 
and soda pop in favor of low fat milk, fruit juices, water and healthier fare in Ohio's school lunchrooms by 2014. 
High school kids would also be able to buy some diet sodas…  
http://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2010/06/ohio_house_to_kids_run_some_la.html  

 
Community walk in works for Sept. 11 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:00 PM  
By KEVIN PARKS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
 The North Side Health Advisory Committee committed last week to staging a major walking event for the entire 
community, culminating at the North Side YMCA. In addition, the group settled on a date: Sept. 11. That choice is 
not intended to ignore the ninth anniversary of the worst terrorist attacks in U.S. history. Instead, picking Sept. 11 
for a major event benefiting the entire community might serve to start creating some positive connotations to that 
date, committee co-chairman Scott Dowling said at the group's monthly meeting. "Taking back 9-11," Dowling said. 
"I'm psyched about Sept. 11." As outlined in a "concept paper" prepared by Mathew S. Baldwin, the Columbus 
Public Health management analyst who serves as the staff person to the advisory committee, the "Walk to the Y" 
would become an annual event. It would involve "the community coming together in the name of good nutrition and 
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physical activity leading to a healthy lifestyle," he wrote…  
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/northland/stories/2010/06/02/community-walk-in-works-for-sept--
11.html?sid=104  

 
LOCAL NEWS 
 
Sidewalk repairs wrapping up 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:01 PM  
By TARA STUBBS-FIGURSKI 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
A program to fix city sidewalks is almost finished, according to service director Bill Harvey. The service department 
must finish inspecting the work as well as return calls from residents concerned the city might have missed a few 
squares, Harvey told Bexley City Council on May 25. "As we identify issues in the future, those sidewalks will be the 
responsibility of residents," he said. Council decided in July 2008 to fix city sidewalks but assess residents for 
repairs. Once the current work is finished, the city will return to a three-year sidewalk program, Harvey said. The 
service department will inspect sidewalks in one section of the city - north, central and south Bexley - every three 
years… http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/bexley/stories/2010/06/02/sidewalk-repairs-wrapping-
up.html?sid=104  

 
Franklin County commissioners OK Blendon Township Community Plan  
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:00 PM  
By FALLON FORBUSH 
ThisWeek Contributor  
Franklin County commissioners gave their approval May 11 to the Blendon Township Community Plan, the last 
step in a yearlong process to develop a blueprint for the township's future. The plan includes recommendations for 
where houses will be built, what kinds of businesses will be allowed, how new buildings will look and the locations 
of parks and trails. It also includes public concerns such as improving bike trails, installing new sidewalks and 
redesigning streets. The plan covers unincorporated areas, including Cleveland Heights, Huber Ridge and Sunbury 
Woods… http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/westerville/stories/2010/06/02/franklin-county-commissioners-
ok-blendon-township-community-plan.html?sid=104  

 
Greenways Trail construction  

Portion of Shannon Road closed 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:01 PM  
By ROBERT PASCHEN 
ThisWeek Contributor  
Local residents who normally travel Shannon Road will have to use detour routes while the Franklin County 
Engineer's Office supervises construction of a new portion of the Central Ohio Greenways Trail. A section of 
Shannon Road between Winchester Pike and Blacklick Creek closed at the end of April and is expected to remain 
closed until the end of July, weather permitting, according to Franklin County engineer Dean Ringle. Workers for 
Republic Builders Inc. will widen and reconstruct that portion of the roadway. The $800,000 project is designed to 
increase driver safety as well as expanding recreational opportunities in southeastern Franklin County. Metro 
Parks, the city of Columbus and the Franklin County Engineer's Office are supervising the project. Funding is being 
provided by Metro Parks and Franklin County. "The project will realign Shannon Road along Blacklick Creek to 
accommodate the construction of a new portion of the Central Ohio Greenways Trail," Ringle said. "Just south of 
the creek, a right-turn lane will be added to the north leg of the Shannon Road-Winchester Pike intersection…" 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/canalwinchester/stories/2010/06/02/portion-of-shannon-road-
closed.html?sid=104  

 
Responses to Downtown makeover ideas mostly positive 
By GARTH BISHOP 
Published: Wednesday, June 2, 2010 7:16 PM EDT 
An idea to beautify Broad Street drew voluminous response. An idea to build a Downtown field house elicited 
surprise. And an idea to turn the Olentangy River corridor into a miles-long greenway inspired passion. Responses 
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to ideas formulated for the next decade of development in downtown Columbus were largely positive, officials said. 
The Columbus Downtown Development Corporation and MSI Design have been working on a plan for Downtown's 
next 10 years. In April, they presented a set of guiding principles and a list of 12 ideas that could transform 
Downtown. May 25 in the Columbus College of Art and Design's Canzani Center, officials gave an update about 
suggested projects and responses during the past month. More than 1,000 comments have come in since the 
process began, officials said. The idea that got the most comments was one focused on improving the look and 
streetscape of Broad Street. Many respondents agreed that bringing in the edges to allow for greenspace and more 
accommodations for pedestrians and cyclists would be a big improvement for the eight-lane road, said Keith Myers 
of MSI Design… 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/06/05/dublin_news/news/dualldownt_20100528_0354pm_1.txt  

 
South Dublin  

Bike path enters final design stage 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:01 PM  
By JENNIFER NOBLIT 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
A bike path that would provide access to Historic Dublin from the south via Dublin Road has reached the final 
design phase. Dublin City Council members received an update last week on a multi-use path that will be installed 
on the west side of Dublin Road from Tuttle Road to Karrer Place. Council gave staff permission to proceed with 
final plans. According to civil engineer Michael Sweder, the final design of the path will be finished this year, with 
land acquisition planned for next year and construction scheduled for 2012. "This path is a great connection to 
Historic Dublin," he said, adding that the plan is supported by the city's Bicycle Advisory Task Force. "This is the 
alignment we hear the most about," said city engineer Paul Hammersmith. Council member Marilee Chinnici-
Zuercher said she was glad to see the path moving forward. "I do see quite a few people walking in the street," she 
said. "It's scary…" http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/dublin/stories/2010/06/02/bike-path-enters-final-
design-stage.html?sid=104  

 
community survey  

Respondents give Dublin high marks 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:01 PM  
By JENNIFER NOBLIT 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
The survey says: Dublin is making the grade. Results from the 2010 community survey were released last week, 
and 78 percent of residents who responded gave Dublin an "A" when it comes to a place to live. Twenty percent 
gave the city a "B." According to the city, 668 residents took the online survey. About 14,000 households received 
an invitation in the 2010-11 resident guide, the city said, making the response rate about 5 percent…  "One of the 
things you'll see coming out from this survey is (changes) in parks and recreation," Ball said. "Parks (officials) 
asked more questions than usual. They asked people what they wanted in recreation offerings in the summer 
versus the winter." When asked to identify the most important elements of parks and recreation facilities, those 
surveyed ranked bicycle/running trails No. 1 with 79 percent of the vote. Other high-ranked elements included the 
recreation center, naturally preserved areas, swimming pools and playgrounds… 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/dublin/stories/2010/06/02/respondents-give-dublin-high-
marks.html?sid=104  

 
Survey: Hamilton Road should be more pedestrian friendly 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:00 PM  
By LORI WINCE 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Gahanna residents who attended an April 22 open house on the city's proposed plan for the Hamilton Road corridor 
provided much information for the city, according to a city survey. "There was a lot of support for what the 
stakeholders wanted to do," said Matt Huffman, Gahanna's planner. The plan includes the large undeveloped tract 
of land southeast of the Interstate 270 interchange with Hamilton Road and runs north to Clark State Road. The 
plan was created with the help of a group of residents, property owners, business owners and city officials who 
studied areas along the corridor and determined the best ways to spur growth. The plan is used as a way for the 
city to guide development if it occurs. According to the survey, 90 percent of the people at the open house use the 
corridor at least twice a day and said the businesses that would appropriate for the area are offices, restaurants, a 
movie theater, coffee shops, garden centers and bakeries. They do not want bars, car lots, large office buildings, 
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big-box retail stores, light industry or apartments. Seventy-nine percent of those who completed the survey said 
they do not believe Hamilton Road is pedestrian friendly. The city's plan for the corridor includes suggested ways to 
help it evolve from mostly vehicular-oriented access to developments around I-270 to more pedestrian-friendly 
access nearer to Clark State Road. Sidewalks, landscaping and traffic measures all could be used to reduce traffic 
and allow pedestrians to move safely along the road. "Our goal is to make the corridor more pedestrian friendly in 
the long run," Huffman said. Survey respondents suggested that Hamilton Road already has too many driveways 
and access points. They also complained that sidewalks are too narrow and have no bicycle lanes… 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/gahanna/stories/2010/06/02/survey-hamilton-road-should-be-more-
pedestrian-friendly.html?sid=104  

 
Galena receives next stage of funding for street repair 
Saturday, May 29, 2010  06:23 PM  
By CHRIS ALEXIS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Galena has received funding from the Ohio Public Works Commission for the next phase of Walnut Street's 
reconstruction. The village is rebuilding the street after a study showed it lacks a proper base under the pavement, 
public service director Scott Jamison has said. The project is divided into three phases. The first phase was 
finished earlier this month. It reconstructed Walnut Street from Holmes Street to state Route 3. The second phase 
will rebuild Walnut Street from High Street to Holmes Street, Jamison has said. The third phase involves 
reconstruction from High to Harrison streets, just north of the village square. Details of that phase, including funding 
and schedule, have not been work-ed out… 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/sunbury/stories/2010/05/29/galena-receives-next-stage-of-funding-for-
street-repair.html?sid=104  

 
Knox County Trail Updates 
Here are the latest updates concerning our special trail system: 
Heart of Ohio Trail:  Design and engineering plans are nearing completion for two phases of paving and 
construction on the Heart of Ohio Trail.  
Kokosing Gap Trail:   The entire trail was re-sealed, thereby extending the life of the asphalt pavement.  Special 
thanks to the Kokosing Gap Trail board members for their efforts the day of the sealing.  Special thanks to Kline 
Exterminating for treating a bee issue free of charge at the Gambier restroom. 
Mohican Valley Trail:  Latest visitors to the Mohican Valley Trail include residents from Wisconsin, Mississippi, 
Idaho, Arizona and Montana. 

 
Half mile of Mohican trail will be paved 
By Kenesha Beheler,  Mount Vernon News 
June 4, 2010 10:33 am EDT 
MOUNT VERNON — During a meeting with the Knox County Commissioners on Thursday, Kim Marshall, director 
of the Knox County Park District, discussed the use of some of the Community Development Block Grant funds for 
pavement of just over a half mile of the Mohican Valley Trail from the Bridge of Dreams to the Holmes County line. 
―This project, I think, will really boost the local tourism opportunities and create a more refined recreational product 
at the Mohican Valley Trail,‖ said Marshall. ―This is really a good opportunity in terms of timing because next year 
the Holmes County trail will build the tunnel under U.S. 62 and bring their paved trail down from Glenmont to the 
county line.‖ Preliminary estimates for the paving come in at $34,241. This would include a 10-foot wide asphalt trail 
with a 2-foot gravel berm on both sides. ―There is no signage that needs to happen so we are just talking about 
strictly paving,‖ said Marshall. ―And this would still allow for a buggy to pass.‖ A big draw to the MVT is the Bridge of 
Dreams, which was completed in 1998 and is the largest covered bridge in Ohio. With the start of guest logging two 
years ago, it has received more than 11,000 recorded visitors and continues to receive visitors… 
http://mountvernonnews.com/local/10/06/04/half-mile-of-mohican-trail-will-be-paved  

 
Upcoming road repairs will be done by July 16 
BY JOE GIESSLER • The Eagle-Gazette Staff • June 6, 2010  
LANCASTER -- Several of the city's bumpy, cracked and deteriorating roads will be resurfaced following the July 4 
holiday weekend. Work crews will repair roads in three locations around the city. Beginning July 6, repairs will begin 
on Sixth Avenue from North Memorial Drive to Cherry Street. Then crews will move to Fifth Avenue and resurface 
the road from Forest Rose Avenue to Cherry Street… 
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http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/article/20100606/NEWS01/6060301/-1/NLETTER01/Upcoming-road-repairs-
will-be-done-by-July-16?source=nletter-news  

 
Lithopolis' Columbus Street project to begin 
(by Linda Dillman - June 03, 2010)  
Facing a half year loss of Columbus Street access to their Lithopolis storefronts, a pair of shopkeepers hope 
customers will continue to patronize their establishments throughout the months  long street reconstruction project.  
Kathy Moling, whose family has owned and operated the Law and Benson General Store since 1926, and Charlotte 
Leight, the proprietor of Nature's Barn and Moling's neighbor to the north for six years, are excited about the 
changes, but concerned for their financial bottom line.   
"It's been a long time coming," said Moling as she sat outside her storefront and watched cars and trucks negotiate 
the pitted, pocked, and patched thoroughfare, "and it's something that's needed for the businesses and people 
coming through town. The sidewalks are cracked and I'm concerned about people falling. It'll be a big improvement. 
The holes in the street will be fixed. We get a lot of comments from people and we tell them that we'll have a new 
street that will add to the overall ambiance of the village…" http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/8328.html  

 
Fundraising effort planned for Marion Tallgrass Trail 
Marion Star Staff Report • June 4, 2010  
MARION - The Marion County Park District and The Warehouse Italian restaurant, 320 West Center St., have 
partnered in a fundraising effort to raise local matching grant funds for the new Marion Tallgrass Trail. The 
restaurant is accepting a coupon June 8-10 that will donate 20 percent of each meal tab to the Marion Tallgrass 
Trail project. The trail, now under design by the Floyd Browne Group of Delaware, anticipates breaking ground in 
late summer. "This project has been blessed by many kind corporate and individual donors to get us to this point. I 
am very happy that Dr. Jack Telfer, who passed away this week, was able to see a project that he started, begin its 
development," said Park Director Karen Kelley… 
http://www.marionstar.com/article/20100604/NEWS01/6040301/Fundraising-effort-planned-for-Marion-Tallgrass-
Trail  

 
City to bid first list of streets 
Second list to be created later this summer 
BY AMY HOLLON • Advocate Reporter • June 5, 2010  
NEWARK -- The first list of Newark streets to be paved in 2010 will be ready to bid in the coming weeks. The list 
includes about a mile of Granville Road and shorter portions of Sharon Valley Road, Moull Street, North Buena 
Vista Street, Lawrence Street, East Main Street, Jefferson Road and South Fourth Street, among other streets. 
Newark Engineer Brian Morehead said he expects a $535,000 grant from the State Capital Improvement Program 
to pay about 75 percent of the cost and additional money from the license plate permissive tax will cover the 
remainder. The exact cost will not be known until the lowest and best bid is chosen. "These are more major 
thoroughfares for the most part," Morehead said of the choice of roads. "Since we applied for the money last 
summer, we were trying to predict the asphalt condition…" 
http://www.newarkadvocate.com/article/20100605/NEWS01/6050305/City-to-bid-first-list-of-streets  

 
Pickerington Council wants to change bicycle laws 
Thursday, June 3, 2010  10:37 AM  
By NATE ELLIS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Pending final approval June 15, bike riders in Pickerington will have new rules to follow.  An ordinance that would 
amend existing laws governing bicycles received unanimous city council approval when it was read for the second 
time on June 1. It is expected to be approved after a third and final reading in two weeks.  The new rules require 
bike riders younger than 16 to wear helmets. Those who don't can be fined $25. Currently, Pickerington doesn't 
require bicyclists of any age to wear helmets.   
The proposed ordinance also says any parent, guardian, custodian or person having control or custody of a child 
who fails to wear a helmet while biking would be subject to a $25 fine, as well.  The proposal would amend city law 
to ban riding bikes on sidewalks within a "business district" or in areas where signs prohibiting such action are 
posted. In areas where riding on sidewalks is permitted, cyclists must yield to pedestrians.  Additionally, the 
ordinance says no one younger than 11 can legally operate a bike on a city street unless accompanied by an adult.  
For more on this story, see the June 10 edition of ThisWeek Pickerington. 
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http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/pickerington/stories/2010/06/02/Council-wants-to-change-bicycle-
laws.html?sid=104  

 
Stimulus backs resurfacing projects 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:01 PM  
By NATE ELLIS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
More than $2-million in federal stimulus money is being used this spring and summer to upgrade two local 
thoroughfares. On May 3, Ohio Department of Transportation workers began a multi-phase project to improve 
traffic flow and resurface state Route 204 in Pickerington and Violet Township. The approximately $1.7-million effort 
won't require any local funding. It's being financed entirely by federal stimulus money. "We're installing loop 
detectors for traffic," said Kate Stickle, an ODOT District 5 spokeswoman. "These are magnetic detectors 
underneath the pavement. The change in weight when your vehicle is on that pavement shifts the loop detectors 
that signal the light to change. "That's just a traffic-flow upgrade before we resurface," she said. "The resurfacing 
will begin in June and go into July. It will go on state Route 204 from its intersection with state Route 256 to (state 
Route 204's) intersection with state Route 158…" 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/pickerington/stories/2010/06/02/stimulus-backs-resurfacing-
projects.html?sid=104  

 
Bridge project to start July 12 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:00 PM  
By BRITANY BYERS 
ThisWeek Contributor  
After more than two and a half years of postponements, the West Main Street bridge replacement is scheduled to 
begin in mid-July. The level of disruption the work will produce is apparently a matter of perspective: City officials 
said in March they don't anticipate any major problems, but for Otterbein College students and faculty, the project is 
shaping up to be a huge headache. The bridge connects the main campus with the Art and Communication 
Building, located west of Alum Creek. Closing West Main Street - scheduled to occur on July 12 - will sever access 
to the building for a year. The current price tag for the project is more than $6-million, although Franklin County has 
applied for grants through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that could lower both the city's and the 
county's costs for the improvements. Construction is expected to wrap up in August 2011. The new three-span, tub 
arch bridge will be longer and wider than the current bridge. The sidewalks will be wider with a barrier separating 
pedestrians from the roadway. The new bridge design is estimated to have a service life of 100 years. The 
construction site will be completely closed to both pedestrians and traffic. Vehicles will be detoured along North 
West Street, County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue. "In the project site, there's not going to be any type of 
pedestrian crossing," Franklin County deputy bridge engineer Jim Pajk said. Access to the Westerville Senior 
Center, Astronaut Grove Park and Alum Creek Park North will be maintained, although vehicles will not be able to 
enter Alum Creek Park. The city is providing $1-million to add a backup water line under the bridge, bury electric 
lines to improve aesthetics along the creek and parks, replace streetlights and widen sidewalks across the bridge, 
according to Westerville planning and development director Karl Craven… 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/westerville/stories/2010/06/02/bridge-project-to-start-july-
12.html?sid=104  

 
City may scrap Xs and Os of sidewalk repair program 
City also is likely to offer a 0-percent interest rate to those financing repairs through assessments. 
By BRET LIEBENDORFER 
Published: Thursday, June 3, 2010 10:06 AM EDT 
Those Xs and Os on your sidewalks may disappear along with a proposal to charge interest. Westerville City 
Council discussed recent complaints from residents including the confusion of those spray painted symbols. Xs 
mean the homeowner is responsible where Os designate the repair will be made on the city's dime, most likely 
because the damage was caused by a city-planted tree in the treelawn. One suggestion by Councilman Eric Busch 
was to change the symbols to "h" and "c", for homeowner and city, to make it more clear as to who is responsible 
for their replacement. "Once we get into a routine, both sides will get into the habit" of understanding who is 
responsible for the sidewalk work, said Planning Administrator Karl Craven.  
Vice Mayor Anne Gonzales said when she goes door-to-door campaigning, questions about the symbols are some 
of the most asked. In Westerville, residents are required to maintain their sidewalks. Beginning in 2002, the city 
annually inspects one of five zones in March and April and notifies residents which sidewalks need replaced. From 
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there residents can complete the work themselves, by July 31, or use the city's contractor -- which usually is 
cheaper. Also relating to sidewalks was a proposal to charge a 0-percent interest rate for payments for those 
wanting to pay for sidewalk repairs over a few years. While no formal action was taken, the idea gained favor with 
council members. A staff report from Craven dated April 28 stated that in May, 2011, council will be presented with 
an assessment ordinance in which they will be asked to certify tax assessments and set the time period and 
interest rate for the assessments for sidewalk work. "I think we should have a 0-percent interest rate," said 
Councilman Craig Treneff. "We don't borrow for this project…" 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/06/05/westerville_news_and_public_opinion/news/wecouncil%20_2010060
3_0936am_16.txt  

 
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 
 
Fair median decision due in short order 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  01:01 PM  
By TARA STUBBS-FIGURSKI 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Bexley might be moving closer to having one more median on Fair Avenue. City council's safety committee held a 
public meeting May 25 to discuss the addition of a median at Fair and Cassingham Road. The streets are not 
aligned at the intersection, and some believe the median would improve safety for drivers and children walking to 
school at the Cassingham Complex… http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/bexley/stories/2010/06/02/fair-
median-decision-due-in-short-order.html?sid=104  

 
Walk to bus stop soon a hike for Columbus high-schoolers 
Friday, June 4, 2010  02:53 AM  
By Bill Bush 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
Attention, Columbus high-schoolers: You might want to get in shape over the summer. Next school year, some 
students might be hiking 4 miles or more roundtrip each day to and from their bus stops. The Columbus Board of 
Education approved a plan on Tuesday that would reduce the number of high-school bus stops from 1,466 to 205. 
That will leave 90 percent of students within 2miles of a stop. The rest might have to walk farther. The idea is to get 
more students on each bus, use fewer buses and have shorter route lengths… 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/06/04/walk-to-bus-stop-soon-a-hike.html  

 
Low bidder for school-bus contract hits snag 
Columbus board ponders minority firm; bus stops cut  
Wednesday, June 2, 2010  02:51 AM  
By Bill Bush and Jennifer Smith Richards 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
… Meanwhile, the board approved a plan that will require Columbus high-school students to walk up to 2 miles to 
the nearest bus stop this fall to save money spent on buses. The board approved a plan to cut the number of high-
school bus stops from 1,466 to 205, meaning that more than eight of every 10 high-school bus stops were 
eliminated… Almost lost in the debate was that the board was cutting 86 percent of high-school bus stops. The 
move left more stops for safety reasons than an earlier proposal, which would have removed 92 percent of them. 
Officials estimate that cutting back high-school busing, which the state doesn't require schools to offer, will save 
$2.2 million. The district says more than 90 percent of high-school students will be within 2 miles of a bus stop, 
most of which are at Columbus school buildings… 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/06/02/copy/low-bidder-for-school-bus-contract-hits-
snag.html  

Ira: This busing plan is the best argument for expanding SRTS to high schools yet. After all these students may 

have walked or biked to their elementary, middle or junior highs for years. The Columbus Schools busing policy 
change may be first. With the financial difficulties facing our state and it’s repercussions for all of our public schools 
you can bet that it won’t be the last. 
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Sign up for our June webinars on implementing SRTS in low-income 
schools! 
Hear more about local promising practices on June 8 and 17 
 
Next week, the Safe Routes to School National Partnership will release a new publication, ―Implementing Safe 
Routes to School in Low-Income Schools and Communities.‖  It highlights promising practices and creative 
strategies that have been employed in low-income communities throughout the country. 
 
To help expand on the information available in the publication, the Safe Routes to School National Partnership is 
holding two webinars.  This will be your opportunity to learn more from the experiences of local organizations 
implementing Safe Routes to School in low-income communities—and ask questions.  Both webinars are meant for 
volunteers and professionals interested in Safe Routes to School implementation.   
 
Please sign up now!  We look forward to sharing these new resources with you. 
 
Webinar 1: Tuesday, June 8, 2010, 1:00-2:00 p.m. EST  
Register at: http://www.instantpresenter.com/PIID=EE55DE8088  
This webinar will include practical tips and experiences for engaging parents in challenging schools—including 
grassroots organizing and messaging tips, how to find and build trust with parents, and how to train them to be 
advocates.  The webinar will also cover some methods for addressing concerns with crime and violence along 
routes to school.   
 
Speakers include:  
     • Margo Pedroso, Deputy Director, Safe Routes to School National Partnership  
     • Nora Cody, Safe Routes to School Director, TransForm, Alameda County, CA  
     • Nikki Trevino, Program Coordinator, Austin Healthy Adolescent Initiative, Austin, TX  
 
Webinar 2: Thursday, June 17, 2010, 1:00-2:00 p.m. EST  
Register at: http://www.instantpresenter.com/PIID=EE55DE8089  
This webinar will focus on strategies for helping low-income communities, which often lack planners and engineers, 
develop and implement Safe Routes to School programs.  Two communities will share their experiences in working 
with a non-profit organization and a Metropolitan Planning Organization to assess Safe Routes to School needs 
and implement projects and programs.  Speakers for the two communities will also discuss challenges they faced 
and how the collaborative focus of Safe Routes to School helped build buy-in with school and city leaders.   
 
Speakers include:  
     • Margo Pedroso, Deputy Director, Safe Routes to School National Partnership  
     • Bill Swiatek, Senior Planner, Wilmington Area Planning Council, Wilmington, DE  
     • Christy Filby, parent champion, Ridgeway Elementary School, East Moline, IL  

 
National Center for Safe Routes to School Announces 34 Fall 2010 Mini-
grant Recipients 

Selected Communities Use Creative Approaches to Encourage Safe Walking and Bicycling to School 
View press release online at: http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/news_room/2010-06-01_mini-
grant_recipients_announced.cfm 
 
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. (June 1, 2010) -- The National Center for Safe Routes to School announced today the 
selection of 34 recipients to receive $1,000 mini-grants for projects designed to encourage safe walking and 
bicycling to school. The mini-grant activities, many of which are driven by student leadership, will occur during the 
fall semester of the 2010-2011 school year.  
 
―The innovation and creativity of the mini-grant applications we received are impressive,‖ said Lauren Marchetti, 
director of the National Center for Safe Routes to School.  ―The projects addressed a variety of local issues and 
concerns — truancy, tardiness, environmental effects of vehicle idling, student health, school zone safety — all of 
which illustrate the diverse approaches communities are taking to create successful walking and bicycling to school 
programs.‖ Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs are sustained efforts by parents, schools, community leaders 
and local, state, and federal governments to improve the health and well-being of children by enabling and 
encouraging them to walk and bicycle to school.  
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The National Center, which serves as the clearinghouse for the federal SRTS program, received 375 SRTS mini-
grant applications from schools and community organizations in 44 states. Selected proposals distinguished 
themselves through their commitment and creative approaches to increase safe walking and bicycling to school.   
 
Proposed mini-grant activities identified ways SRTS programs can positively target physical activity, environmental 
benefits, personal safety and community building efforts. Reducing the practice of distracted driving was another 
focus of several recipients. Many of the projects were designed to ensure that students are involved in every step of 
the SRTS programs, from planning to implementation. For example, some students will be writing letters to city 
council members to request sidewalks, and others will be designing and promoting ―no phone zone‖ campaigns to 
their peers and parents.   
 
―These mini-grant recipients demonstrate how important it is to tailor Safe Routes to School efforts to the unique 
needs of each community,‖ continued Marchetti.  ―The community and student leadership recognized here 
strengthen SRTS efforts across the country and set the stage for truly livable communities in the future.‖  
 
The selected 34 mini-grant recipient organization programs and activities include: … 
Tallmadge and Sanderson Elementary Schools (Lancaster, Ohio) and the Fairfield County Combined General 
Health District will benefit from a student-developed media campaign to promote bicycle helmet use.  Students in 
3

rd
 through 5

th
 grades will create a logo or slogan that will encourage youth their own age to wear a helmet while 

riding a bicycle.  Students will also lead the Green Ribbon Month campaign to promote pedestrian/bicycle safety 
and driver awareness in school zones, school parking areas and driveways...  

Ira: Congratulations to everyone in Lancaster who made this happen. 

 
OTHER NEWS 

 
Rush Hour in The Netherlands 
http://www.wimp. com/rushhour/ (Thanks to CB board member John Tolbert for the link) 
 
Pedestrian sues Google over walking directions in Utah 
By Associated Press business staff  
June 01, 2010, 1:56PM 
Updated at 3 p.m. 
SALT LAKE CITY -- A pedestrian who says she was injured by a motorist while following an online walking route 
has filed a lawsuit claiming Google Inc. supplied unsafe directions. Lauren Rosenberg filed a lawsuit seeking more 
than $100,000 on Thursday in U.S. District Court in Utah. It also names a motorist she says hit her. Rosenberg, a 
resident of Los Angeles County, says she used her phone in January to download walking directions from one end 
of Park City to the other. Google Maps led her to walk on a busy road without sidewalks that was "not reasonably 
safe for pedestrians," according to the lawsuit filed by the Los Angeles County resident… 
http://www.cleveland.com/business/index.ssf/2010/06/pedestrian_sues_google_over_wa.html  

 
Armstrong scrambling to get ready for Tour 
7-time champion has been derailed by illness, crash ahead of French race 
By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
PARIS - Lance Armstrong is headed to the Tour of Luxembourg, hoping to make up for the racing miles he lost 
after injuries and illness as he prepares for the Tour de France. The seven-time Tour de France champion, looking 
for more race days ahead of cycling's main event in July, has added to his schedule the five-day Luxembourg event 
that he won 12 years ago after recovering from cancer. The race starts Wednesday. Swiss organizers, meanwhile, 
confirmed Tuesday that Armstrong will compete in the Tour of Suisse from June 12-20…  
http://nbcsports.msnbc.com/id/37445923/ns/sports-other_sports/  
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Batteries Power New Talk of Cheating in Cycling 
By IAN AUSTEN 
Cycling’s long history with doping means that any dramatic victory is as likely to create suspicion as admiration. But 
the whispers surrounding Fabian Cancellara’s decisive wins in two of this spring’s most important races have a 
novel twist: they accuse him of using a tiny electric motor to help power his legs. Although no one offered proof, 
and Cancellara dismissed the allegations as ―stupid,‖ online speculation reached such a point that on Wednesday it 
crashed the Web servers of an Austrian company that makes an invisible motor system for bicycles. And the 
International Cycling Union, while carefully noting that it is not investigating any specific rider or team, is reviewing 
the need for a new bicycle inspection system to detect motorized cheating. Several weeks have passed since 
Cancellara, an Olympic champion from Switzerland, won the Paris-Roubaix and the Tour of Flanders. The 
suspicions about his winning methods were outlined in a report shown last week by RAI, the Italian broadcaster, 
that did not mention his name. In the report, Davide Cassani, a cycling commentator for the network and former 
professional rider, displayed a racing bicycle that looked normal. When he pressed a button hidden under the 
rubber hood of a brake lever, the pedals began turning, powered by a motor and batteries tucked into its frame. 
Cassani, 49 and long retired, said the assistance of a motor might enable him to return to racing and win a stage of 
the Giro d’Italia, which ended Sunday. Such bicycles, he said, had been used by professional riders in races, but he 
offered no names. The idea of motorized cheating strikes many in the cycling world as absurd. Nevertheless, some 
prominent professional riders are concerned that some of their race competitors may be motoring away from them. 
Marco Pinotti, an Italian who races for HTC-Columbia, said that when he first heard about the hidden motor, ―it 
seemed a stupid thing.‖ ―But then I came to know the technology,‖ he added, ―and I started making connections.‖ 
Because he lacked hard evidence, Pinotti, who finished ninth overall in the Giro d’Italia, declined to say who he 
thought might be using motorized assistance or in what races it might have been used. Cancellara is an 
exceptionally powerful cyclist and, as a result, often the subject of rumors. His victories in the Paris-Roubaix and 
Flanders races followed unusually strong attacks, swiftly prompting speculation about conventional doping in the 
cycling world…  http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/05/sports/cycling/05cycle.html?th&emc=th  

Ira: Using this technology for bike racing is wrong. Using it for commuting and to run errands, well, that’s a great 

idea as it is far less visible than other adaptations I’ve seen. 
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