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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Check out all the great news coming from the National Bike Summit 
Here’s the link on the Consider Biking Website and to our Facebook page: 
Web site:          http://www.considerbiking.org/our-activities-at-lab-summit-in-dc/  
Facebook:        http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=133787590385  

 
Sign the bicycling pledge 
I am for bikes. I'm for long rides and short rides. I'm for commuting to work, weekend rides, 

racing, riding to school, or just a quick spin around the block. I believe that no matter how I ride, 

biking makes me happy and is great for my health, my community and the environment we all 

share. That is why I am pledging my name in support of a better future for bicycling—one that is 

safe and fun for everyone. By uniting my voice with a million others, I believe that we can make 

our world a better place to ride. http://www.peopleforbikes.org/page/s/pledge  

 

Google Announces Google Biking Directions at the League of American 

Bicyclists' 2010 National Bike Summit  
 
Washington, D.C. - March 10, 2010 - The League of American Bicyclists is proud to be the forum for 
Google to announce what all bike riders have been waiting for - Grab Your Bike and Go with Google 
Maps. Google is announcing at the Opening Plenary Session at the National Bike Summit that they are 
adding biking directions in the U.S. to Google Maps."This new tool will open people's eyes to the 
possibility and practicality of hopping on a bike and riding," said Andy Clarke, President of the League of 
American Bicyclists. "We know people want to ride more, and we know it's good for people and 
communities when they do ride more - this makes it possible. It is a game-changer, especially for those 
short trips that are the most polluting,"  
 
Users can now choose biking when deciding how to get to their destination, starting today, March 10, 
2010. If you're one of the 57 million Americans who ride a bike, mapping your daily commute, and 
planning recreational or trail rides just became easier. According to Google this has been the most 
requested addition to Google Maps, and the League is delighted that they have chosen the National Bike 
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Summit to unveil this new feature. Google's announcement further proves the importance of the Summit 
and the bicycle movement in helping our nation become a more Bicycle Friendly America. The Google 
biking directions will make it that much easier for bicyclists to get to work, school or play.  
 
This new feature includes: step-by-step bicycling directions; bike trails outlined directly on the map; and a 
new "Bicycling" layer that indicates bike trails, bike lanes, and bike-friendly roads. The directions feature 
provides step-by-step, bike-specific routing suggestions - similar to the directions provided by our driving, 
walking, or public transit modes. Simply enter a start point and destination and select "Bicycling" from the 
drop-down menu. You will receive a route that is optimized for cycling, taking advantage of bike trails, 
bike lanes, and bike-friendly streets and avoiding hilly terrain whenever possible.   
 
Visit http://maps.google.com/biking to try out this new feature. Biking directions for Google Maps is 
currently in Beta. Follow the League's news feed on the new Google feature on the League's Blog, 
Facebook and Twitter. If you have any further questions, contact Meghan Cahill at 202.822.1333 or 
meghan@bikeleague.org.  

 
So to Speak  

Do you have mettle to pedal via map routes? 
Sunday,  March 14, 2010 4:12 AM  
Oh, Google Maps, you're so daring. Google last week released a new feature: bicycle directions for 150 
cities, including Columbus. (See www.maps.google.com/biking.) Give it a starting point and a destination, 
and Google Maps will tell you how to pedal there. I love the concept because it implies that you can go 
anywhere by bike in Columbus. And I suppose you can. But should you? Looking at a few of Google's 
bike routes for Columbus is a little like contemplating a manned mission to Mars: theoretically possible - if 
you're willing to risk it. http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/arts/stories/2010/03/14/do-you-have-mettle-
to-pedal-via-map-routes.html?sid=101  

 
Hands On with Google Maps' Biking Directions 
03.10.10 
by Neil J. Rubenking 
Ever biked on a dedicated bicycle lane? You can thank visionaries in Davis, CA who established our 
country's first system of bicycle lanes back in the 60's. At present Davis has over 50 miles of bicycle 
lanes, over 50 miles of bicycle paths, and dozens of "grade-separated bicycle crossings" that let cyclists 
go over or under freeways, railroads, and major arteries. The newly-relocated US Bicycling Hall of Fame 
opens in Davis on April 10, just in time for the preliminary festivities leading up to the AMGEN Tour of 
California bicycle race. So it's no surprise that those of us living in Davis celebrate Google's addition of 
bicycling directions to Google Maps . 
I wasn't terribly impressed when Google added walking directions, because it didn't actively add 
pedestrian-specific routes. Rather, it excluded freeways and other routes where pedestrians are not 
permitted, and it didn't even get that right in some cases. For example, it took the 10-mile trip from Davis 
to West Sacramento (part of which uses a path parallel to the freeway) and made it nearly 30 miles. 
Ouch! The walking directions have also improved now that Google Maps knows about bike paths. 
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2361186,00.asp  

 
Google Maps now features bike lanes 
New feature can be used to pinpoint bicycling trails in more than 150 cities 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. - Google Inc. is adding a bike lane with its latest online mapping option. The 
new bicycling directions available on Google Maps starting Wednesday supplement the guidance already 
provided to motorists and pedestrians. The biking directions initially will be available only for the United 
States. Google spent the past six months tweaking its mapping service so it could recommend routes that 
would steer bicyclists away from big hills and heavily congested streets. The feature can be used to 
pinpoint bicycling trails in more than 150 cities. 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35799063/ns/technology_and_science-tech_and_gadgets/  
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Google Maps Finally Adds Bike Routes 
By Mary Catherine O'Connor  
March 10, 2010 
At long last, Google Maps has routes specifically for bikes. With the click of a mouse, the new feature 
allows you to plot the best (and flattest!) ride from Point A to Point B. Several cities, including New York, 
Minneapolis, San Francisco and Portland, Oregon, have bike-specific mapping sites. But Google is rolling 
it out in 150 cities nationwide and announcing it Wednesday at the 10th Annual Bike Summit in 
Washington, D.C. ―This has been a top-requested feature from Google Maps users for the last couple 
years,‖ says Shannon Guymon, product manager for Google Maps. ―There are over 50,000 signatures on 
a petition.‖ The news thrilled bike advocates, who have for years been pushing — and petitioning — the 
search giant to include bike routes on Google Maps. No longer do they have to rely upon paper maps or 
open-source DIY map hacking or crazy-cool helmet-mounted heads up iPhones. 
―This new tool will open people’s eyes to the possibility and practicality of hopping on a bike and riding,‖ 
says Andy Clarke, president of the League of American Bicyclists. ―We know people want to ride more, 
we know it’s good for people and communities when they do ride more — this makes it possible. It is a 
game-changer, especially for those short trips that are the most polluting.‖ Read More 
http://www.wired.com/autopia/2010/03/google-maps-for-bikes#ixzz0hp3x0sSt 

 
Don’t take the reporters’ word. Check out Google Maps here: 
http://maps.google.com/  
See something wrong? From Bob Williams: If you have a Google account, there's usually a link along the 
bottom right of the map labeled "Report A Problem".  I think you can then go into "edit" mode and add a 
line to show the actual location. 

 
Check out the new Fairfield Heritage Trail Association Newsletter 
You’ve read the monthly agendas. Now after seven years Fairfield County Trails, the Fairfield Heritage 
Trail Association newsletter, is back. http://www.lancaster-oh.com/heritage/Newsletter/Default.htm  

 
Apps for Healthy Kids  
As part of First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move campaign, a new competition has just launched with 
$40,000 in prizes. It’s called the Apps for Healthy Kids competition. Here’s a description of the 
competition: 
―The competition challenges  software developers, game designers, students, and other innovators to 
develop fun and engaging tools and games that drive children, especially ―tweens‖ (ages 9-12) – directly 
or through their parents – to eat better and be more physically active.‖ 
I would love to see some winning apps related to Safe Routes to School. For example, I would love to see 
a Federally-sponsored tool for tracking mileage contests. But I’m sure there are lots of great potential 
ways this contest could help SRTS programs. Does anyone know any developers who would be 
interested in entering? 
Here’s the website for more information:  
http://www.appsforhealthykids.com/ 
Jennifer Hefferan 
Safe Routes to School Coordinator 
Transportation Policy and Planning Administration 
District Department of Transportation 
2000 14th Street, N.W., 7th Floor 
Washington, DC 20009 
Phone: 202-671-2227 
Fax: 202-671-0617 
jennifer.hefferan@dc.gov 
www.ddot.dc.gov/saferoutes 
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Cyclist Connection 3
rd

 Annual Garage Sale 
Cyclist Connection is hosting its 3rd Annual Garage Sale this Saturday March 20th! If you made it out 
to our sale last year, you know what great savings and products await you at this one day blowout. 
Starting at 9am to 6pm, stock up on all things cycling! Steve Barbour Silent Auction – Proceeds will go to 
a bicycle safety fund in Steve’s name. Everything must go, and items start at just $1! Exclusive pricing 
from Giant, Felt, Lynskey, Endura, Bell, and limited time specials on the Rudy Project Eyewere!  Sneak 
Peek Bicycles up to 50% Off? That's just CRAZY!! We've got some of our accessories up to 92% off. Just 
click on this link for an 8 page small preview of what we have in store for you... 
www.cyclistconnection.com k the center of the screen for details. 

 

SAFETY 

 
Texting ban gets moving in House 
Committee passes proposal to create driving violation  
Wednesday,  March 10, 2010 2:49 AM 
By Jim Siegel 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
THE HOT ISSUE 

 In addition to texting, what other driver behaviors should be outlawed? 
One week ago, state Rep. Linda Bolon was doing her best to avoid a texting driver on I-71 north of 
Columbus. Yesterday, her committee took a key step toward banning texting while behind the wheel. A 
young man was in the center lane, driving far slower than the 65-mph speed limit. "I thought, what is 
going on?" said Bolan, an East Palestine Democrat and chairwoman of the House Public Safety 
Committee. "I looked, and he was texting. "Well, that's not going to happen much longer. It definitely put 
this particular bill in perspective for me." The committee voted unanimously to approve House Bill 415, 
which creates the offense of texting while driving, subject to a maximum $150 fine. It would be a primary 
offense, meaning law enforcement can stop someone only for texting. The bill needs approval from the 
full House and the Senate. Ohio would join 19 other states that have passed some form of ban on texting 
while driving. "I am so excited. It's the first time in 12 years that a bill like this has gotten out of 
committee," said Sharon Montgomery of Gahanna, an activist on the issue since her husband was killed 
in 2000 by a driver using a cell phone in Licking County. 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/03/10/copy/texting-ban-gets-moving-in-
house.html  

 

Ginther driving Columbus' anti-texting legislation 
Thursday,  March 11, 2010 12:08 PM 
By GARY SEMAN JR. 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Columbus could join the growing list of communities to ban texting while driving.  Andy Ginther, chair of 
Columbus City Council's public safety committee, held a public hearing on the subject March 9, at which 
anti-texting advocates implored city officials to adopt such legislation.  "In this day and age of instant 
communications, many people feel the need to be connected with friends, family, co-workers and social-
networking sites no matter where they are," Ginther said. "Unfortunately, some enjoy this ability to 
transmit and receive information while they should be focused a more important task - driving."  The 
offense would be a minor misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum $150 fine.  Distracted drivers have 
become a major problem across the U.S., Ginther said.  A National Highway Transportation Safety 
Administration study conducted by Virginia Tech found that 80 percent of all crashes and 65 percent of 
near crashes involved some type of distraction. In 2008, nearly 6,000 people died in crashes involving a 
distracted or inattentive driver, and more than half a million people were injured, he said. 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/germanvillage/stories/2010/03/10/texting-ban.html?sid=104  
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Editorial: Short takes 
Saturday,  March 13, 2010 2:51 AM 
BANS ON texting while driving are an appropriate response to the newest menace on the highways. A bill 
to impose a statewide ban passed out of the Ohio House Public Safety and Homeland Security 
Committee on Tuesday with unanimous approval, an encouraging sign that it can draw enough bipartisan 
support to win passage in the House and Senate. The sooner, the better for the safety of all Ohio drivers, 
passengers and pedestrians. Studies show that texting at the wheel is just as hazardous to oneself and 
others as drunken driving. Even widely approved state legislation can take some time to become law, 
though, so City Councilman Andrew J. Ginther's efforts to pass a similar ordinance to protect Columbus 
residents and visitors is understandable. His proposal to ban texting, e-mailing, game-playing and using 
the Internet on cell phones and other electronic devices could go into effect in early May with a favorable 
vote by fellow council members on April 5. So far, other council members and Mayor Michael B. Coleman 
appear supportive. Both House Bill 415 and the city measure would make texting while driving a primary 
offense, meaning police could stop violators even if they broke no other traffic laws. Although a statewide 
ban is preferable to the scattering of city laws that have been cropping up around the state, Columbus 
and other cities cannot be expected to wait for an often lethargic legislature to act. Texting drivers are a 
more serious threat in cities, which have higher concentrations of traffic and people than do rural areas. 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/editorials/stories/2010/03/13/short-takes.html  

 

Stop texting while driving 
BY KARI CHADD • March 12, 2010  
While the Ohio Legislature debates the legality of texting while driving, the dangerous practice of texting 
while driving continues on our state's roadways. 
 
How dangerous? Research from the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute shows that people who text 
while driving are 23 times more likely to be in a crash. Data from AAA shows teenagers are in the most 
danger because 50 percent of them text while driving -- more than any other segment of the population. 
 
Earlier this week, Ohio's House Public Safety Committee took a great first step in the effort to stop people 
from texting while driving, by unanimously supporting House Bill 415. If the bill is approved by the state 
legislature, it will make texting while driving illegal with a fine of up to $150. 
 
But just because texting while driving might be made illegal, don't think it will stop drivers from breaking 
the law. A report from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety shows that usage of cell phones for calls 
and texting actually increased in North Carolina after that state banned them for children younger than 18. 
 
Rather than waiting for legislation to dictate whether people should text while they drive, we encourage 
Ohio residents to take it upon themselves to stop. A few ways to eliminate texting while driving include: 
 

  Putting the phone somewhere out of reach while driving. Bluetooth technology lets cell-phone users 
answer calls without having to touch the phone, so they won't miss important calls -- and they won't need 
to take their eyes off the road. 

  Removing temptation by turning off the cell phone. Reply to voice mails and text messages after 
driving is completed. 

  Talking to friends and ask them to help by not texting you while you're driving. 
  Sending a group text message before driving to let friends know you will be on the road and out of 

reach. 
  Leading by example by not texting while driving. Kids conduct the lion's share of text messaging, but 

they learn from their parents, and if they see their parents doing it, they assume they have permission. 
  Parking on the side of the road if a call or text is absolutely necessary. If on a major highway, get off at 

the next exit to ensure safety.  
 
Kari Chadd is a district manager for Sprint, representing stores in Ohio. 
http://www.chillicothegazette.com/article/20100312/OPINION02/3120311/1014/OPINION/Stop-texting-
while-driving  
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DeMastry gets 8 years in prison for vehicle death  
Staff reports • March 8, 2010  
LANCASTER — Caitlin DeMastry will serve eight consecutive years in prison, four years for involuntary 
manslaughter and four years for tampering with evidence, in the 2009 death of Charles ―Charlie‖ D. Cain, 
27, of Lancaster.  In addition, DeMastry will pay restitution of $1,240.80. She has been released on bond 
pending an appeal. DeMastry was sentenced at 2 p.m. today in the courtroom of Fairfield County 
Common Pleas Judge Richard Berens. DeMastry originally was supposed to be sentenced in February, 
but the sentencing was delayed when defense attorney Scott Wood said he wanted Berens to dismiss the 
involuntary manslaughter charge. 
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/article/20100308/NEWS01/3080302/-1/NLETTER02/DeMastry-
gets-8-years-in-prison-for-vehicle-death?source=nletter-breakingnews  

 
Lancaster driver given 8 years in man's death 
Tuesday,  March 9, 2010 3:31 AM 
By Mary Beth Lane 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
LANCASTER, Ohio - A driver who admitted to drinking before her car struck and killed a pedestrian was 
sentenced yesterday to eight years in prison, but she will remain free on bond while she appeals her 
convictions. Judge Richard E. Berens of Fairfield County Common Pleas Court sentenced Caitlin M. 
DeMastry to four years each for involuntary manslaughter and tampering with evidence, and ordered the 
sentences to run consecutively. A jury on Jan. 20 convicted DeMastry of the third-degree felonies, which 
carried a maximum of five years each, but acquitted her of the more serious charge of aggravated 
vehicular homicide. http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/03/09/lancaster-driver-
given-8-years-in-mans-death.html  

 

HEALTH 

 
Arnold: Everyone's good at something 
Governor says adults must inspire kids, sees physical fitness as key to lower health costs  
Monday,  March 8, 2010 3:45 AM 
By Josh Jarman 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
All Cody Gatewood wanted to know was how his idol got started. The 14-year-old student at Hilliard 
Memorial Middle School went to the Ask Arnold Training Seminar yesterday morning determined to learn 
what inspired Arnold Schwarzenegger to pick up the barbells and begin a body-building career that has 
spanned generations of admirers. 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/03/08/arnold-everyones-good-at-
something.html  
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LOCAL NEWS 

 
$32 MILLION PROJECT  

City to get to work on new bridge 
Wednesday,  March 10, 2010 3:50 AM 
By Robert Vitale 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
Nearly a year after demolishing the Town Street bridge between Downtown and Franklinton, Columbus 
officials are to break ground today on its replacement.  And they say construction will be cheaper and 
quicker than originally thought.  Assistant Public Service Director Rick Tilton said the most-recent cost 
estimates peg the new bridge at $32million, which is about $4.4million less than projected last year.  The 

bridge should be completed by August 2011, he said; the previous timetable called for opening it in 2012. 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/03/10/copy/city-to-get-to-work-on-
new-bridge.html  

 

Efforts Underway to Make Columbus a "Bike City"  
Debbie Holmes, WOSU reporter (2010-03-09)  

 
COLUMBUS, OHIO (wosu) -  
Mayor Michael Coleman wants to make Columbus more bicycle friendly. Bicyclists are encouraged by the 
proposal to add new bike trails and bike lanes, but they want the city to put a priority on safety. 
Competitive bike racer, Kirk Albers rides 50 miles a day. The 41-year-old regularly pedals The Olentangy 
bike trail or some other trail. He supports the city spending more money to improve and expand bike 
paths. "The roads are basically subsidized by all of us so I think it's only fair for cyclists to get their share 
as well, "Albers said. Bicycle riders in Columbus have a partner in Mayor Coleman who supports 
spending $6 million this year to build an additional 24 miles of bike paths and bike lanes on city streets. 
"We are determined to make Columbus Bike City USA," Coleman announced at the state of the city 
address in February. The mayor's goal is a 170 mile network of bike trails and bike lanes on existing 
roadways. Spokesman Dan Williamson says the mayor understands some cyclists want to share the 
same road as cars. "He believes that cyclists do have the right to be on the road. At the same time that 
doesn't mean the cyclist shouldn't have options. And I believe the cycling community has been extremely 
supportive of all these efforts on trails on lanes and the share the road effort," Williamson said. 
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/wosu/news.newsmain?action=article&ARTICLE_ID=1621616  

 

Coleman promises bucks to boost area Bikeways plan 
By GARTH BISHOP 
Published: Monday, March 8, 2010 5:10 PM EST 
Funds allocated for future bike paths in Columbus will help the city further its goal of having trails along all 
four major stream corridors within the city. Mayor Michael Coleman announced at his State of the City 
address Feb. 24 that the city is putting aside $6 million in its capital budget for bike trail improvements. It's 
all part of the Bicentennial Bikeways Plan, the city's continued effort to make Columbus a more bike-
friendly town by 2012, Coleman said during his address. "We are determined to make Columbus Bike 
City, USA," Coleman said. One major aspect of the trail expansion is connecting all trail portions along 
Alum Creek. Only about five miles of the trail is completed now, and the goal is to complete all 21 miles, 
said city Recreation and Parks Director Alan McKnight. 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/03/13/bexley_news/news/becolbikep_20100308_0346pm_2.txt  
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The future of Third Street: Society Board hears update about improvement 

plans 
By GARTH BISHOP 
Published: Friday, March 12, 2010 10:06 AM EST 
After extensive study, the group planning for the future of Third Street in German Village is getting ready 
to lay out which suggested changes can be made first. Sarah Richardson of Kinzelman Kline Gossman, 
the architectural firm hired by the city of Columbus to work out the plan, gave the German Village Society 
Board of Trustees an update on the group's progress at the board's meeting Monday, March 1… 
Sidewalk paving materials are also part of the discussion, as is the possibility of bike lanes. 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/03/13/german_village_gazette/news/gvthirdstr_20100303_0304p
m_6.txt  

 
Jo Blundo So to Speak  

Sun's return puts spring in our steps 
Thursday,  March 11, 2010 2:53 AM 
Psychological spring has arrived in central Ohio. Technically, winter continues until March 20. 
Meteorologically, we could have periods of winter until - well, I once talked to someone who wore long 
underwear to the Memorial Tournament at Muirfield (held variously in May or June). But central Ohioans, 
stimulated by rising temperatures and lengthening periods of sunlight, have burst forth like scarlet-and-
gray crocuses. We will behave as if it's spring, even if the calendar says otherwise. Here are undeniable 
signals that our brains have kicked into spring mode:  
Bike-path congestion  
The Olentangy trail is suddenly crowded with cyclists and joggers who are wheezing their way through 
their first quarter-mile of exercise since September. Muscle soreness, joint discomfort and cardiac arrest 
will thin the crowds quickly. But for now, the trail reverberates with the sound of people who wish they had 
eaten less cheesecake during the long winter. 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/life/stories/2010/03/11/suns-return-puts-spring-in-our-
steps.html?sid=101  

 

Cycling task force moving forward 
Wednesday,  March 10, 2010 2:55 PM 
By JENNIFER NOBLIT 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
No funding was requested in the bicycle advisory task force's first recommendations to Dublin City 
Council, but that could change in the future as ideas are finalized. Council heard from the task force 
Monday night for the first time since creating the board in July and appointing members in September. 
"The group is comprised of all different ideas and people," task force president Tom Merritt told council 
members. "We all have a different focus on bicycling and cycling." The group has met six times and has 
utilized the community plan, the parks and recreation plan and the "five Es" from the League of American 
Bicyclists: engineering, education, encouragement, enforcement and evaluation. The task force used the 
"five Es" in presenting recommendations. 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/dublin/stories/2010/03/10/0311ducycling-tf_ln.html?sid=104  

 

County strives to limit troubled bridges over water 
* A 2009 structural report shows all bridges under the purview of Franklin County rate at least a 4 on a 
scale of 0 to 9. 
By GARTH BISHOP 
Published: Monday, March 8, 2010 5:10 PM EST 
Thanks to Franklin County's dedicated program for fixing bridges before they become problems, none of 
the bridges for which the county is responsible poses a potential threat to drivers, officials said. County 
commissioners last week accepted the Franklin County Engineer's 2009 bridge inspection report. The 
report states that of the 364 bridges under county jurisdiction, none poses "an immediate or potential 
danger to life or property." There are some 1,400 bridges in the county, but the county is responsible for 
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only 364 of them. The state, city of Columbus and individual municipalities carry responsibility for other 
bridges within county borders. 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/03/13/bexley_news/news/befcbridge_20100308_0348pm_2.txt  

 

City parks will benefit from inside millage  

* Council gives its official nod to the much-discussed move; a former councilman says it's a bad idea. 
By DONAVON CAMPBELL 
Published: Monday, March 8, 2010 5:10 PM EST 
Grandview Heights City Council members officially have authorized the city to scoop up previously 
uncollected tax dollars to create a dedicated parks fund. On Monday, March 1, after three public hearings 
on the issue, council voted 6-1to approve a resolution to begin collecting 0.25 mills of property tax and 
use the money for parks improvements. Council member Ed Hastie cast the dissenting vote. City Attorney 
Joelle Khouzam has said part of property tax is called "inside millage," which can be collected for the 
immediate needs of the city. Khouzam said the city is allowed to collect up to 10 inside mills and that the 
0.25 unused mills is a part of that. The tax will cost a Grandview homeowner $7.60 annually per $100,000 
in property value, said Anthony Panzera, council member and Finance Committee chairman. 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/03/13/tri-
village_news/news/tvcouncil%20_20100308_0343pm_19.txt  

 

I-71 and 665 interchange receives funding 
State Senator Jim Hughes (R- Columbus) recently announced the state Controlling Board approved a $2 
million Logistics and Distribution Stimulus Loan for improvements at the Interstate 71 and State Route 
665 (London-Groveport Road) interchange in Grove City.  The $34 million construction project will result 
in the city creating the equivalent of 84 full-time jobs. "This project will create a modern thoroughfare that 
can safely and more efficiently handle the volume of traffic using the interchange on a daily basis, 
especially large trucks and tractor trailers," Hughes said. "Grove City is also home to numerous logistics 
and distribution centers, and this new interchange will improve their ability to move goods efficiently as 
well as encourage further development of this area." The reconstruction of the I-71 and State Route 665 
interchange will replace its current configuration with one that is specifically designed to handle large 
volumes of trucks and tractor trailers efficiently and effectively. These improvements are the third and final 
phase of a larger project designed to ease traffic congestion and improve safety on I-71 and 665.  
Previously, 665 was widened from two lanes to five between North Meadows Drive and Hoover Road. 
Haughn Road was relocated to accommodate the interchange improvements. In addition, this project will 
also provide the many logistics and distribution operations in the area with an alternative access route 
between the highway and Rickenbacker Airport, and will help facilitate future economic development by 
commercial and industrial employers. http://www.columbusmessenger.com/NC/0/7924.html  

Village moves forward with Safe Routes to Schools 
Saturday,  March 6, 2010 7:14 PM 
By MARLA K. KUHLMAN 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
The village of Johnstown has decided to proceed with the Safe Routes to Schools (SRTS) project after 
all. During Tuesday's council meeting, legislation was unanimously approved to enter into a real estate 
agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) for right-of-way acquisition services not to 
exceed $25,000. Village manager Judy Edwards said Johnstown has been working hard with ODOT 
concerning the project that she said presented many "unexpected curves." Council defeated legislation in 
December related to Safe Routes, because Edwards said federal requirements had made the project 
cost-prohibitive. "I was uncomfortable giving them a blank check," Edwards said. "There's a lot of 'what 
ifs' in the whole process. This is compromise along the way." In January 2008, the village was notified 
that it would receive grants in the amount of $250,000 for infrastructure and $50,000 for non-infrastructure 
projects from the federally funded program through ODOT. 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/johnstown/stories/2010/03/06/0307jisafe-
routes_ln.html?sid=104  
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Law director pushing to use city money for bike trail development 
BY JOE GIESSLER • The Eagle-Gazette Staff • March 9, 2010  
LANCASTER -- Several members of the city council expressed hesitation toward funding a $60,000 
shortfall in the city's bike-trail development. Law Director Terre Vandervoort proposed a plan at Monday's 
city council meeting to use $50,000 of the city's pre-pay natural-gas fund, which provides Lancaster about 
$500,000 a year for the next 15 years. She said the remaining shortfall could be paid for with a grant from 
the Fairfield Foundation. "If we don't receive additional funding, we will have to adjust the route to use the 
streets," Vandervoort said. The current plans develop the route in wooded areas owned by the city behind 
commercial properties, including Kroger near Pierce Avenue. 
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/article/20100309/NEWS01/3090310/1002/Law-director-pushing-to-
use-city-money-for-bike-trail-development  

 
Community will remember Rocky's owner Monday 
Local cyclist accumulated miles, friends 
By KURT MOORE • The Marion Star • March 13, 2010  
MARION - Rocky's Cyclery owner Glen Poston had retired his last TREK carbon fiber bike when it 
reached 89,000 miles. A computer programmer by trade, cycling was his therapy, how he found the 
answers to some of the most complex problems. The avid cyclist who logged about 35 miles a day took 
his last ride on Wednesday. Authorities responding initially to a report of a cyclist hit by a car found him 
lying alongside his bicycle on Owens Road. "He was riding and something went horribly wrong," said 
Carol Poston, Glen's wife. While initial reports suggested he was hit by a car, Marion County Sheriff's 
Chief Deputy Al Hayden said authorities believe his death was medically related and no foul play was 
suspected. Carol said a cause of death is not yet known. He was 55 years old. 
http://www.marionstar.com/article/20100313/NEWS01/3130314/1002/news01/Community-will-remember-
Rocky-s-owner-Monday  

 
Metro Parks acquire Big Darby land for $570,000 
Wednesday,  March 10, 2010 2:49 AM 
By Mark Ferenchik 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH  
The Nature Conservancy is selling the last piece of land it owns in Franklin County to the Metro Parks, 
which plans to extend a bike trail through the property and possibly reforest farmland. Franklin County 
Metro Parks agreed yesterday to buy the 85.5 acres along Big Darby Creek for $570,000. About 78 acres 
of the parcel is in Prairie Township. The other 7.5 acres are across the creek in Madison County. The 
acreage has been valued by county auditors at $420,660. The Franklin County part is valued at 
$390,100, according to the Franklin County auditor's Web site. The Madison County parcel is valued at 
$30,560. But Metro Parks Executive Director John O'Meara said a district appraiser concluded that the 
land was worth the price Metro Parks paid for it. 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/03/10/copy/parks-acquire-big-darby-land-
for-570000.html  

 
GRANT TO HELP WITH NEWARK CLEAN-UP 
March 11, 2010  
NEWARK -- Licking County Recycling and Litter Prevention has secured a grant through the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources to clean 15 Newark city parks and a stretch of the city's bike path on 
April 17. Organizers will be seeking volunteers from local businesses, organizations, schools, as well as 
other residents. The department will provide bags, gloves and a T-shirt to all who volunteer, and pick up 
the debris. http://www.newarkadvocate.com/article/20100311/NEWS01/3110375/1002/GRANT-TO-
HELP-WITH-NEWARK-CLEAN-UP  
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Higher speed limit possible on Diley Road 
Wednesday,  March 10, 2010 2:51 PM 
By NATE ELLIS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
City officials last week took an initial step toward increasing the speed limit on a stretch of Diley Road to 
45 miles per hour. Pickerington City Council voted 6-1 March 2 to pass the first reading of legislation that 
would raise the speed limit from 35 mph to 45 mph on the portion of Diley Road that stretches from Hill 
Road North to the city's water treatment plant just south of Fox Glen Drive. The measure requires two 
additional favorable votes before such a change would be made. Council is expected to hear a second 
reading of the proposed legislation at its next regular meeting, slated for 7:30 p.m. March 16. City 
engineer Greg Bachman said there are several reasons the proposal is a good idea. "First, Diley Road 
was geometrically designed for a 45-mph speed limit," Bachman said. "The city has been getting 
complaints that Diley Road is a speed trap. "The speed limit on both the Canal Winchester and Violet 
Township sections of Diley Road is 45 mph," he said. "Raising Pickerington's speed limit to 45 mph would 
make the speed limit consistent throughout the Diley Road corridor." 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/canalwinchester/stories/2010/03/10/0311cwdiley-
road_ln.html?sid=104  

 
Diley Road speed limit increase passes first reading 6-1 
By RACHEL SCOFIELD 
Published: Thursday, March 11, 2010 8:34 AM EST 
March 2, Pickerington City Council voted 6-1 to increase the speed limit along Diley Road from 35 mph to 
45 mph. Presuming the vote remains the same through the next two meetings, the higher speed limit will 
take effect the first week of May. Many residents questioned why the city did not increase the speed after 
construction ended last fall. Some have accused Pickerington of operating a speed trap because the 
speed limit suddenly drops at the city corporation line, Councilwoman Tricia Sanders said. By following 
the Ohio Department of Transportation guidelines for studying speed zones, City Engineer Greg 
Bachman determined the current speed limit was artificially low. The study took into account local 
development as well as the number of driveways that directly connect to the road. 
http://www.snponline.com/articles/2010/03/13/pickerington_times-
sun/news/pkdileyroa_20100310_0653pm_3.txt  

 
Pickerington may seek safety grant 
Concept plan for added lanes on display at Pickerington City Hall  
Wednesday,  March 10, 2010 2:57 PM 
By NATE ELLIS 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Pickerington's city engineer may seek help from the Ohio Department of Transportation to improve one of 
central Ohio's most dangerous stretches of roadway. From 2003 to 2007, there was an average of 134 
crashes on state Route 256 between state Route 204 and Refugee Road, according to city engineer Greg 
Bachman. He said the majority of the crashes are due to congestion on the city's most-heavily traveled 
thoroughfare, and ODOT agrees. For years, the state Route 256 corridor in Pickerington has been on the 
agency's "Hot Spot" list, which includes the 100 worst corridors in the state for traffic accidents. Recently, 
Bachman developed a concept design, currently on display at city hall, aimed at improving safety in the 
corridor. Pending local support, he tentatively plans to solicit an ODOT grant -- possibly next year -- to 
fund up to 90 percent of the cost of the enhancements. "This is only a concept plan," Bachman said. "(It 
would) reduce traffic congestion and improve roadway safety." 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/canalwinchester/stories/2010/03/10/0311cwsafety-
grant_ln.html?sid=104  
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Yearlong road closure  
Westerville: Bridge project should be manageable 
Wednesday,  March 10, 2010 2:47 PM 
By JENNIFER NESBITT 
ThisWeek Staff Writer  
Franklin County's replacement of the West Main Street bridge over Alum Creek is scheduled to close a 
portion of the street for more than a year, but city officials said they don't anticipate any major problems 
from the construction work. The road will close beginning in mid-July. The county will tear down the 
existing bridge and spend $5.1-million to replace it. Construction is expected to wrap up in August 2011. 
During the road closure, Franklin County engineer Jim Pajk said traffic will be detoured along North West 
Street, County Line Road and Cleveland Avenue... The wider sidewalks and the future bike paths all will 
help increase pedestrian access to the area, 
http://www.thisweeknews.com/live/content/newalbany/stories/2010/03/10/0311nabridge-
project_ln.html?sid=104  

 

OTHER NEWS 

 
Strickland wants review of Interstate-bridge-bike-lane idea 
Tuesday,  March 9, 2010 10:25 AM 
CLEVELAND (AP) - Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland has ordered a review of a proposed bicycle lane on the 
replacement bridge for Interstate 90 heading into downtown Cleveland. The Ohio Department of 
Transportation, which has balked at the idea as too expensive and risky for cyclists and pedestrians, says 
it will take another look. Environmentalists had complained that the lack of a bike lane in bridge plans 
conflicted with the governor's green-jobs initiative. The highway department will soon choose three design 
teams to bid on the project. http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/03/09/bike-
lane.html?sid=101  

 
March SRTS E-News 
This month's articles include: 

1. Do You Want to Serve on Our Steering Committee?  

2. US DOT Listening Session and California Obesity Summit  

3. Safe Routes to School National Partnership's Federal Update  

4. Safe Routes to School State Network Update  

5. Active Community Transportation Act Introduced  

6. Bicycle and Pedestrian Research Highlighted by IssueLab  

7. SRTS $1,000 Mini-grant Call for Applications  

8. Arkansas's Safe Routes to School Program Continues to Grow  

9. In Montana, Robust Safe Routes to School Efforts Are Underway  

10. SRTS News Throughout the Country  

http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/mediacenter/6621/411106 
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Bike trails: once a luxury, now a necessity 
By Melanie D.G. Kaplan | Mar 11, 2010 

Yesterday, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy announced its partnership with Google as a content provider for 

Google Map’s brand new biking routes in 150 U.S. cities. Keith Laughlin, president of the nonprofit Rails-

to-Trails, told me in a recent conversation that bike trails used to be something communities saw as ―nice 
to have, but not a priority.‖ Now, they can’t be built quickly enough. 
http://www.smartplanet.com/people/blog/pure-genius/bike-trails-once-a-luxury-now-a-necessity/2592/ 

 
Yike Bike 
http://www.yikebike.com/site/gallery/video/yikebike-discovery-channel  Thanks to Bob Williams for the 
link. 

Contact Information  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Web site - www.considerbiking.org  
Facebook - Facebook Page  
Twitter - Considerbikeoh 

Executive Director, Jeff Stephens - jeff@considerbiking.org 614-579-1127 
Communications, Ira S. Weiss - iweiss@insight.rr.com   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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